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An essential one-day practitioners’ event organised by LANDOR C 


Putting the 
Traffic Management Act 
into practice 


Reconciling the competing 
demands for road space 


Thursday 16th June 2005 


The Geological Societ 
Burlington House 


® Government's viewpoint on the Traffic 
Management Act 


® DfT research priorities for tackling congestion 


® The impact of the Traffic Management Act on 
utility companes 


© The Traffic Manager's role from a variety of 
local authority perspectives 


® Innovation and technology to reduce congestion 


Sponsored by: 
Department for 
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For further information please contact 
Landor Conferences on 020 7582 0128 
or email conferences @landor.co.uk 


View details of our forthcoming 
conferences and book online at 
www.landorconferences.co.uk 
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The new name 
for 


SatfeteX 


The safety 


@ The only British owned mobile lift manufacturer 


@ Do not buy any other mobile column lift before speak- 
ing to us, we cannot be beaten on price 


@ 32 tonne lifting capacity per set of 4 
@ Guarantee to beat any genuine like for like quotation 
by £500 


Contact Richard Baxendale or Gary Mason 
Tel: 0845 644 9303 gary@britonuk.com 


Fax: 0845 644 9304 www.britonuk.com 


3, Poplar Business Units, Poplar Road, 
Cleethorpes DN35 8BL North East Lincolnshire 
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King Long lands 
e e e 

in Britain 

POSSIBLY one of the most significant 
coaches to arrive on these shores for 
sometime was delivered to 
Autoholdings-owned King-Long plc 
last week. It’s the first KL6127 for the 
UK, built by the massive Chinese 


manufacturer conglomerate, Xiamen 
King Long United Automotive Industry. 
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Seconds out... round two 


BY THE time you read this week’s issue of routeONE, 
you may or may not have already received a letter 
notifying you of your success in the preliminary 
round of judging for our inaugural Excellence 
Awards. 

The judges held their first meeting at a neutral 
venue where they examined each of the entry forms 
for 10 of the 11 categories. It was a demanding task 
as they took a detailed look through each of the 
entries. Clearly, a significant number of operators had 
put a lot of time and effort into their submissions, 
and each has its own merits. However, the judges 
were tasked with refining the entries into a short list 
before we move into the second round of a process 
that will ultimately lead to the announcement of the 
winners when we hold our Gala Dinner at the 
National Motorcycle Museum on 5 October. 

If you are short listed a letter of confirmation will 
be winging its way to you. It not only gives you the 
good news of your success in round one, but also 
outlines the process during the second round when 
our independent business adviser assesses each entry 
against the criteria outlined on the entry form. 

The adviser’s task is to produce a report that 
enables the judges to make their final decision. In 
order to be satisfied that he has sufficient information 
he will take whatever steps he considers appropriate. 
For example, this may involve searches on the 
internet, an interview on the telephone, mystery 
shopping, or a visit. Don’t be alarmed if you don’t 
have any direct contact. It may be that your entry is 
sufficiently comprehensive and that the information 
you have supplied can be verified without too much 
difficulty. 

By the same token, there are a number of 
categories for which the competition is intense and 
for which the judges have so far had great difficulty 
in placing the proverbial cigarette paper between the 


front runners. Our business adviser’s independent 
report will be critical in these cases. 

Meanwhile it is worth remembering that it is now 
four months before the final results are announced at 
our Gala Dinner, which happily coincides with the 
timing of Coach & Bus Live, this year’s industry show. 

The National Motorcycle Museum is on the 
opposite side of the M42/A45 roundabout from the 
NEC where Coach & Bus Live will be held on 
Wednesday 5 and Thursday 6 October. The 
routeONE Excellence Awards will, therefore, provide 
a well-timed opportunity for show exhibitors and 
visitors to enjoy a prestigious evening to which 
partners are welcome and where high-class 
entertainment is guaranteed. 

Tickets go on sale within the next couple of weeks, 
priced at £70 plus VAT or £750+VAT for a table of 
12. Enquiries should be directed to Ricky Dent at the 
routeONE office. 

Either e-mail: 
ricky.dent@route- 
one.net or 
telephone 0870 
241 8745. 

Everyone is 
welcome because, 
above all else, this 
is an evening when 
we celebrate 
excellence among 
the industry’s 
operators. 


Mike Morgan 
Editor 


E-mail: mil 


Website: www.route-one.net 


lony West 
Publishing Director 
Mark Gi 


fin Managing 


Hilary Mitchell Gro: 
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to add names to. 
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King Long is 
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HSTUTTE 


routeONE Assistant Editor Andy Izatt is the first UK magazine journalist to see the 
new Chinese coach literally within hours of its arrival in Coventry 


lp OSSIBLY one of the 
ie most significant 
') coaches to arrive on 
these shores for sometime 
was delivered to 
Autoholdings-owned King- 
Long plc last week. It’s the 
first KL6127 for the UK, built 
by the massive Chinese 
manufacturer conglomerate, 
Xiamen King Long United 
Automotive Industry. 

Be under no allusions. More 
Chinese coaches and buses will 
follow. Coventry-based 
KingLong plc has settled on an 
initial range for the UK which will 
be on show at the Coach & Bus 
Live show, 5 & 6 October. 

As well as confirming the 
arrival of the KL6113 city bus 
(routeONE, News, 21 April) and 
KL6122 coach (routeONE, 
News, 23 eran Bus & 


Coach Sales Director Paul 
Nicholson told route that 
KingLong plc has committed to 
importing 30 KL6127s for 
delivery between January and 
April next year. Lead times will 
initially be around six months. 

After taking the coach out on 
to the M6 motorway and 
around Coventry, _ initial 
impressions were very positive. 
It’s a well constructed, solidly 
built vehicle finished to a 
standard that is as good if not 
better than many products 
coming out of southern Europe. 
The drive is smooth and 
responsive and braking, when 
Put to the test, was exceptional. 
Saloon noise levels are very 
acceptable and the ride well 
balanced. 

The interior of this single- 
tah 47-seat iii reflects 
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the Chinese taste for 
hardwearing surfaces, but 
KingLong plc is already drawing 
up a list of enhancements that 
will include trimmed side panels, 
moquetted roof strip, a peage 
window and drinks machine. 
There will also be wheel 
embellishments for the exterior. 

KingLong plc says KL6127 
prices will start at around 
£159,000. Like other King Long 
products, the 3.69 metre high, 
2.55 metre wide coach is a body 
on chassis combination. 

A box section body structure 
is welded and Dinitrol wax oil 
protected, then clad with 
stainless steel side panels, GRP 
mouldings featuring front and 
rear. Drive is from a six-cylinder 
Cummins ISMe 335bhp engine 
coupled to a ZF Ecomat 2 
automatic gearbox and intarder. 


KingLong plc will also be 
offering the six-cylinder MAN 
D2866 360bhp as an option. ZF 
axles are fitted front and rear, 
and there is also WABCO ABS 
and ASR. 

Seat options range from 45 to 
55 King Long XTL recliners, all 
with three-point belts, plus a 
courier seat. A toilet would 
normally be off-side centre 
sunken with continental door 
although rear-floor mounted 
with ‘parachute door’ is an 


option. Luggage capacity is up to 
nine cubic metres. Power 
operated side lockers doors are 
standard and like the passenger 
doors, can be accessed using key 
fobs. Standard features include 
double glazing, Thermo King air 
conditioning, TV and DVD 
system, radio and microphone, 
auxiliary heaters, cold box, 
curtains and carpet. There is also 
a reversing camera. 

The lower-cost KL6122, 
pitched at the day and school 


“It’s a '6127’ we wanted not '6137’ - that’s Peking Duck!” 


coach sector, will make its UK 
debut at Coach & Bus Live and is 
expected to be priced around 
£125,000 with 55 fixed seats and 
lower-rated 300bhp Cummins 
engine. KingLong plc is already 
talking to customers about a 
variety of options including 67- 
seats. Luggage capacity will be 
around eight and a quarter cubic 
metres. There are also plans for 
atop of the range 13.5 metre tri- 
axle KL6137 that should be 
available from next year. 

Paul Nicholson is in the 
process of recruiting a sales 
team, KingLong plc has a 
separate phone number — 
02476 363004, and a website is 
being designed. Established 
BMC dealers that will also be 
offering King Long are Bains of 
Oldmeldrum, Sunderland-based 
Global, Coopers of Sheffield, 
B&D Holt, PH International, 


routeONE 
Comment 


The Chinese coach and bus manu- 
facturing industry has come a very 
long way in only a few years. As 
became apparent at Busworld 
Asia in Shanghai (routeONE, Show 
Review, 24 March), it has vast 
capacity that is not now being 
absorbed within core markets. 


Owens of Oswestry and Taylor 
Coach Sales near Ely. 

In Ireland it's OHM, and 
Loughshore Autos. They will 
stock fast moving parts in 
addition to full support from Lex. 
Pairs of dedicated mechanics and 
service engineers are already in 
place under Autoholdings’ 
Group Aftersales Manager, John 
Taylor and pre-delivery 
inspections will be carried out at 
Coventry. The prototype UK 
KL6127 has already been sold to 
Redby Travel of Sunderland 
while a Scottish operator has 
bought a second. 

The project to import King 
Long dates back to October 
2003 when an initial agreement 
with the Chinese manufacturer 
was signed and a detailed 
specification complying with the 
Disability Discrimination Act, 
UK COIF and European Union 


After just 16 years of develop- 
ment, output at Xiamen King 
Long, which was established in 
1988 by Dong-Feng Motor 
Corporation, Beijing Huaneng 
Comprehensive Industry 
Corporation, Xiamen Motor Co 
Ltd and Chong Hing International 
Ltd, had reached more than 
16,000 units and is still growing. 
Nicknamed the Big Dragon in 
China, King Long works closely 
with international names 


Regulation 2001/85 drawn up. 
The Vehicle Certification Agency 
and Vehicle & Operator Services 
Agency (VOSA) have been 
closely involved in the 
homologation process, including 
R66 compliance, tilt, brakes and 
noise tests, which took four 
months to complete, largely at 
the Chinese Government’s 
National Testing Centre at 
Xianfeng. 

Successful certification, which 
will wash across to other UK- 
bound King Long products, was 
headline news at Busworld Asia 
(routeONE, News, 31 March). “It 
has been a sharp learning curve,” 
admits Mr Nicholson who 
reiterated that all of 
Autoholdings products are now 
VCA inspected before coming 
to the UK. “We have learnt from 
our experience and that’s 
reflected in the product quality.” 


such as ZF MAN, Sachs, 
Cummins, Dana, Neway, Thermo 
King, Telma, Nissan, Hino and 
Mitsubishi. Three years ago it 
became the first Chinese coach 
and bus builder to establish an 
overseas plant when it opened a 
factory in India. 

European manufacturers should 
not underestimate the ability of the 
Chinese to build a quality product, 
or their determination to explore 
and succeed in new markets. 


top stories 


FOLLOWING an approach by National Express Group 
(NEG), Tellings Golden Miller (TGM) has agreed to sell its 
London Bus Division - around two thirds of its business - 
HOP EZO A MNON G65. caccnvascadsosccdensvasccsssncscscesassocsseseseos 


ALEXANDER Dennis (ADL) has unveiled the production 
version of Britain’s first purpose-built low-floor school bus. 
It is derived from the Enviro 300 and prices start at 
£99,950 


GO-AHEAD has offered to buy the entire share capital of 
Southern Vectis for 70p per share, valuing the company at 
£13.8 million. Southern Vectis directors — whose shares are 
worth £2.4m - have recommended that shareholders 
ACCONE ES OME css craceercovecacienssncescaiveossseasaedsecsessensocead 


GALLOWAY Travel Group has taken the second Temsa 
Safari HD, after the model was launched to the UK 
market at the Brighton Rally (routcONE, Rally Report, 21 


JUST seven months after it was bought from the Adams 
family by a holding company, Blackgate Enterprises Ltd, 
Victory Tours appears to be NO MOFPE........eeeee 


AN HOURLY ‘Chauffeur Driven Luxury Coach’ service 
between Cobham and Heathrow via Brooklands Business 
Park, Weybridge, Chertsey and Staines has been launched 
by Centra (Central Parking System of UK Ltd)....... 
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TGM surprise sale of 


Mel Holley 


OLLOWING an 
i approach by 
~ National Express 
Group (NEG),  Tellings 
Golden Miller (TGM) has 
agreed to sell its London 
Bus Division - around two 
thirds of its business - for 
£20.4 million. 

The surprise deal, which 
contradicts TGM’s declared 
aim of expansion in the 
London and Surrey bus 
markets, is subject to TGM 
shareholders’ approval and is 
expected to complete on 17 
June. The announcement on 
Wednesday morning (| June) 
coincided with the release of 
TGM’s preliminary results. 

Of the proceeds, £14m will 
be paid to shareholders as a 
special dividend of around 60p 
share -— the shares were 
floated at 70p in August 2003. 
The rest will reduce its debt 
and provide working capital. 
On the news, TGM’s shares, 
which had slumped from a 
high of |50p last September to 
a low of 86p two weeks ago, 
immediately jumped 27p to 
|26p. 

NEG Chief Executive Phil 
White said: “Since we entered 
this market in February 2004 
[when NEG bought Connex 
Bus] we have been looking to 
increase our market share. 
This transaction will double 
our presence in the London 
bus market.” 

TGM Chairman Stephen 
Telling told routeONE that the 
Telling family is “thrilled” with 
the deal but “we have no 
intention of retiring.” He 
added: “I am delighted to have 
secured an attractive price for 
the sale and to be able to 
return a substantial cash sum 
to our shareholders. Our 
remaining business offers 
good potential for growth and 
we look forward to enhancing 
shareholder value in the 
coming years.” 
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Witow ee bane Hayes = 
Bulls Bridge’ 
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* London bus network 


TGM is the latest independent London operator to be taken over by a big group 


The two subsidiaries, TGM 
Buses and TGM Middlesex, 
operate 16 Transport for 
London (TfL) contracts and a 
small number of contracts in 
Surrey, using | 86 vehicles. They 
had a turnover of £23.9m and a 
profit of £2.lm in the year 
ended 31 December 2004, a 
margin of 9%. Its assets are 
valued at £4.8m, with debts of 
£2.7m. 

NEG will acquire the TGM 
depots at Twickenham, Hayes 
and Byfleet and they will be 
merged into Travel London, 
which operates from Battersea, 
Croydon and Walworth 
depots, under its Managing 
Director, Paul McGowan. 

Following the disposal, TGM 
will be left with 298 vehicles 
and the remaining business will 
be: 

@ TGM Coaches: 30 luxury 
coaches at Twickenham for 
coach hire; 

@ TGM Crew Operation: 
Heathrow-based aircrew 
transport, bought from 
National Express in February 
2005; 


@ National Express coach 


contracts: based in 
Portsmouth; 
@ Burtons: East Anglian 


coach and bus operator with 
four depots - also holds 
National Express contracts; 
@ Classic Coaches: 
Newcastle-based coach and 
bus operator, bought in 
September 2004. Uses 45 
buses on Nexus contracts - its 
main business is coaches for 
tours to Europe on behalf of 
educational travel companies; 
@ Linkline: a West London 
coach operator, primarily 
servicing the BBC and 
Thames Valley University, plus 
an incoming Scandinavian tour 
operator. 

In the year to 31 
December 2004, turnover 
from these operations was 
£14.5m with a £1.3m profit - 
a margin of 9%. 

When TGM joined the 
Stock Market in August 2003, 
it aimed to win additional TfL 
contracts and acquire smaller 
independent operators. It 
“has not concluded these 


deals either because of issues 
arising in the course of due 
diligence or as a result of the 
Board’s decision that it was 
not prepared to pay above 
what it believed to be sensible 
acquisition prices.” 

Rising employment costs 
have constrained TGM’s 
London margins and the 
influx of larger operators 
made it increasingly difficult 
for it to win new routes, 
leading to the board’s 
decision to sell. 

TGM is planning a 
reorganisation and consol- 
idation of its residual 
operations following the sale. 

It will also have to move its 
headquarters from Fulwell to 
a new, yet to be identified, 
site. 

It “sees significant 
opportunities for growth in 
its regional coach and bus 
businesses in 2006 and 
beyond by acquiring 
complementary businesses 
and extending existing 
contracts with its strong 
client base.” 


ALEXANDER Dennis 
(ADL) has unveiled the 
production version of 
Britain’s first purpose- 
built low-floor school bus. 
It is derived from the 
Enviro 300 and prices 
start at £99,950. 

Based on a down-spec’d 
version of the standard | 2.5- 
metre low-floor Enviro 300, 
the School Bus can be fitted 
with up to 60 seats in three- 
plus-two configuration — all 
forward facing. The six 
cylinder Cummins ISBe 
engine is down-rated from 
220bhp to | 85bhp, and it is 
coupled to an Allison T280R 
four-speed gearbox rather 
than the standard ZF 
SHP502C or Voith DIWA 
D854.3. 

The first vehicle to come 
off the Falkirk production 
line is being showcased on a 
month-long ADL road show 
that is touring the country. 
Its specification includes two 
emergency roof hatches and 
four-camera CCTV, which 


takes the price up to 
ROGER Pownall’s 


management buyout of 
Cogent Passenger Seating 
is now completed. 

Mr Pownall is the Swansea- 


based seat manufacturer’s 
long-standing | Commercial 
Director. He joined the 


company’s founder, Jim Sander, 
shortly after the company 
started trading in 1996, and has 
been instrumental in 
developing Cogent to its 
present position in the PSV 
seating industry. It employs 30 
people and its output averages 
400 seats per week. 


£102,000. Cogent’s new 
School Bus seating with 
three-point belts is standard. 
Unusually, the 2.55m width 
allows for a six-way seat at 
the rear, while the lower- 
cost roof structure is taken 
from the ALX 300. 

Demonstrated to local 
authorities and operators 
prior to first certification, 
the prototype was without 
head restraints and Unwin 
tracking at the front 
nearside part of the 
ramped floor where two 
three-way seats will be 
removable to allow for a 
wheelchair passenger to be 
carried. 

Combinations of seat 
configurations are available 
within either 12.5m_ or 
alternative 12m School Bus, 
while options include closed 
or open cab, forced air 
ventilation, and luggage 
racks. 

With an unladen weight of 
9,400kg, the DDA compliant 
Enviro 300 School Bus is a 
solution that confronts the 


Speaking at the hand-over 
of the business to Mr Pownall 
and his wife, Pauline, Mr 
Sander told route : “From 
a simple idea, Roger has built a 
significant company in a 
competitive industry. 

“We have worked well as a 
team, and, with Roger’s legal 
background, Cogent has 
become an acknowledged 
expert in the many regulations 
relating to seating. We have 
always placed _ primary 
importance in customer 
service, and, on the very few 
occasions when our 


School Bus can be fitted with up to 60 seats in three-plus-two configuration 


dilemma of how to afford a 

new bus for 190 days a year 

home-to-school transport. 
ADL says it meets all the 


MBO completed 


customers have experienced 
difficulties, we have been at 
our best.” 

Mr Sander, who is to retire, 
said: “Our product is well 
known for consistent quality 
and Roger has never been 
prepared to compromise on 
this for the sake of saving a 


few pennies.” 
Mr Pownall added that 
Cogent is relishing the 


prospect of future growth. He 
said: “With experienced, loyal, 
and totally engaged staff, and 
several new seat designs in the 
offing, we are poised to 


critical criteria that enable 
local authorities to offer 
long-term five-to 10-year 
contracts — on top of which 


it provides fuel efficiency 
savings approaching 30% 
compared with its step- 
entry competitors. 


A 


Deal complete: Jim Sander, Pauline and Roger Pownall 


consolidate our present 
valued customer base with 
several new, large contracts 
taking us to our next phase of 
expansion. 


“| am delighted that Jim 
Sander will retain his 
involvement with Cogent both 
as a consultant and valued 
friend.” 


Arriva orders 320 buses for UK companies 


ARRIVA has ordered 320 
buses for its UK 
companies, part of a 600 
vehicle order worth £84 
million for its Europe-wide 
operations in 2005. 

It brings its investment in 
new buses for the UK and 
mainland Europe over the last 
four years to almost £320m. 


To be delivered this year, the 
order comprises: 320 for the 
UK, 104 for Sweden, 73 for 
Denmark and 103 for Italy, 
Spain, Portugal and Germany. 

The UK order represents 
replacement of 5% of its 6,000- 
strong fleet. Arriva has yet to 
decide where the vehicles will 
be allocated, apart from 177 for 


London tendered work. 

David Martin, | Group 
Managing Director - 
Operations, said: “Where we 
decide to locate these new 
vehicles in the UK will be 
determined by how best they 
will be received and the 
benefits that local authorities 
and Arriva’ working in 


partnership can secure for 
passengers.” The UK order 
comprises: 104 double deck 
(72 Volvo/ALX 400, 32 
DAF/Wrightbus Pulsar 
Gemini); 154 single deck (60 
ADL Darts, 14 Scania 
Omnicities, 52 DAF/ 
Wrightbus, 2 Optare Solos, 19 
Scania/Wrightbus, 7 Volvo/ 


Wrightbus); 6 DAF/Van Hool 
coaches; 46 Mercedes-Benz 
Citaro artics and 10 Ayats 
open toppers (routeONE, 
News, |2 May). 

The international order 
includes 7 Optare Solos, 80 
lrisbuses, |0 lrizars, 6 Mercedes, 
107 Scanias, 62 MANs, 7 
Marcopolos and a Volvo. 
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Go-Ahead offers £14m 
for Southern Vectis 


Mel Holley 


O-AHEAD has 
& offered to buy the 

entire share capital 
of Southern Vectis for 70p 
per share, valuing the 
company at £13.8 million. 
Southern Vectis directors - 
whose shares are worth 
£2.4m - have recommend- 
ed that  share-holders 
accept the offer. 

Making the announcement 
to the Stock Exchange last 
Thursday, the offer is 61% 
higher than Southern Vectis’ 
share price the day before the 
news broke that Go-Ahead was 
in discussions to buy the 
company (routeONE, News, |2 
May), and 28% above the share 
price when the offer was made. 


Southern Vectis’ shares - 
which had been trading at 43p 
in April - had reached 60p by 
25 May. They jumped up again 
the next day to close at 68.5p 
- just under the 70p offer 
price. Go-Ahead’s shares rose 
13p on the news to close at 
£13.88. 

Go-Ahead Directors say the 
acquisition will bring 
“important strategic, commer- 
cial and financial benefits” 
including: 

@ strengthening its southern 
bus operations; 

@ improvements in Southern 
Vectis’ operational perform- 
ance, quality of services and a 
turnaround in Solent Blue Line 
performance; 

@ significant opportunities for 
operational efficiencies and 


cost savings; 

@ a stronger operating 
platform to participate in 
further opportunities in the 
south. 

Go-Ahead Chief Executive 
Chris Moyes added: 
“Southern Vectis is a business 
that we know and have 
followed for sometime. While 
it has faced some challenges in 
recent times, we are confident 
that we can improve its 
financial performance through 
best practice and operational 
efficiencies.” 

Southern Vectis operates 
150 buses in house and under 
franchise on the Isle of Wight 
plus in Southampton and south 
Hampshire under the Solent 
Blue Line name. Solent Blue 
Line’s financial performance 


has been “disappointing” and it 
has undergone _ significant 
restructuring this year. 

For the year ended 30 April 
2004, Southern  Vectis 
reported a pre-tax profit of 
£772,000 on a turnover of 
£17m, a margin of 4.5%. It 
says that this year’s profits will 
be “below last year and 
current market expectations.” 
In April it sold Newport bus 
station to a _ property 
developer for a net profit of 
£3.9m. 

Go-Ahead bought the 390- 
bus Wilts & Dorset operation 
in August 2003 for £31.6 
million. It is a bidder for 
Bournemouth’s Yellow Buses 
operations and also talking to 
Stagecoach about its Lewes 
operation - see below. 


Go-Ahead to buy Stagecoach’s Lewes operation? 


GO-AHEAD is in discussions 
with Stagecoach to buy its 


Lewes and Seaford 
operation. 
Stagecoach spokesman 


Steve Stewart told routeONE: 
“We can’t release any details at 
this stage, but can confirm that 
we are in discussions, which 
may or may not lead to a sale.” 

Seaford operates as an 
outstation of the Lewes garage. 
The operation, run by 70 


people and using 25 vehicles, is 
adjacent to Go-Ahead’s 
Brighton & Hove network, 
which already runs into Lewes. 
Stagecoach and Go-Ahead 
jointly operate the |0-minute 
frequency No. 12 Brighton- 
Seaford, which runs four times 
an hour onwards from Seaford 
to Eastbourne. 

It is believed that a sale might 
not include the Lewis garage, a 
traditional site in the heart of 


the town with development 
potential. Go-Ahead is 
understood to be considering 
full integration of the services 
from September/October, if a 
sale is finalised, but declined to 
comment. 

A sale will mark 
Stagecoach’s further retreat 
from the area. Last year, 
Eastbourne Buses picked up its 
town operation, its Brighton- 
Haywards Heath _ service 


passed to Compass Travel, 
while RDH Services took over 
Connex and Stagecoach’s mid- 
Sussex town operations. 

Although Go-Ahead-owned 
Southern also runs the local rail 
network, the lack of direct 
competing rail links and 
relatively small size of the bus 
network means it is unlikely to 
be subject to a Monopolies and 
Merger Commission invest- 
igation. 


New approach for London Dial-a- Ride service 


DIAL-A-RIDE in London is 
changing with the launch of 
33 Mercedes-Benz Vito 
People Carriers. At least 
another 50 are expected to 
enter service before the 
end of the year. 

The Vitos have electric 
swivelling height-adjustable 
seats at the sides so 
passengers don’t have to 
negotiate steps. A hinged floor 
at the rear raises and lowers 
on airbags to allow wheelchair 
users to travel on a horizontal 
floor. 

Transport for London (TfL) 
has been running Dial-a-Ride 
since April 2002, although the 
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service has been operating for 
25 years. Dial-a-Ride Managing 
Director Jeff Chamberlain told 
routeONE: “We developed the 
new design to meet 
passengers’ requirements for 
a vehicle that is easier to use 
and smarter to travel in as well 
as giving a smoother more 
comfortable ride.” 

Passenger reaction is to be 
assessed alongside the 
established fleet of 321 
minibuses. The next step, says 
TfL, “will be to consult 
customers on the part the 
larger vehicles should play and 
how they should be 
redesigned.” 


London's first Vito Dial-a-Rides replace ‘minibuses 


Autoholdings 
NEW NAME | signe 


US AND COACH 


Autoholdings is the new name for bus and 


coach distribution in the British Isles. In 

King-Long 6127 
addition to the established BMC buses and 49/53 seat luxury coac 
coaches we are now able to offer products 


from the Autosan and King-Long ranges. 


BMC Probus 850 
34 seat luxury midi coac 
re 


The result is a portfolio of affordable buses 
and coaches which is unrivalled in the UK. 
They are all powered by highly regarded 
Cummins engines and have equally well 


thought-of running gear throughout. 


BMC Faicon 
40+26 service bus 


If you want to find out just how affordable these C® 


products are, ask about the range of finance 
; AUTOSAN 
packages available including Operating Lease, 


Lease Purchase, and Hire Purchase. 


For further information on these products contact: 
Autosan 02476 360 O11 

BMC 02476 363 003 

King-Long O2476 363 004 
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Michael 


Merhemitch 


MICHAEL Merhemitch, co- 
founder of Shades Technics, 
and younger brother of 
Charles, died last 
Wednesday (25 May) from a 
brain tumour, which had 
been diagnosed || months 
ago. 
An architect by 


profession, Mr Merhemitch 
left Shades in the mid- 
eighties to set up in private 
practice 


to pursue his 
career and passion for 
architecture. In 2000, he 
and his wife Sarah became 
restaurateurs, with the 
opening of the famous Otto 
Dining Lounge in Maida 
Vale. Ever enthusiastic, 
Michael's drive and flair for 
innovative design is still 
reflected in a number of 
products produced by 
Shades today. 

The funeral will be held at 
Kensal Green Cemetery 
Harrow Road, London on 
Friday 3 June at 1430hrs. 


Galloway takes the second Temsa 


Mel Holley 


| ALLOWAY _ Travel 
Group has taken the 
second Temsa Safari 
HD, after the model was 
launched to the UK market 
at the Brighton Rally 
(routeONE, Rally Report, 21 
April). 

Unlike the first coach for 
Bibby’s of Ingleton, the 
Mendlesham, Suffolk, 
operator, has chosen a 55-seat 
layout. The Turkish-built body 
uses the same SB4000 chassis 
with a 310hp DAF PE engine 
and ZF 6HP592 six-speed 
automatic gearbox. 

An_ additional vehicle, it 
brings Galloway’s fleet up to 
40. It entered service last 
Thursday and has already been 
used on a variety of work 


including tours to London, 
Chelsea Flower Show and rail 
replacement duties, but its 
intended market is educational 
study tours, mainly field trips 
in connection with GCSEs, 
which Galloway specialises in. 

Galloway Managing 
Director David Cattermole 
was attracted by the Temsa’s 
air-conditioning, high seating 
capacity and generous luggage 
space. “We'd been looking at 
two to five-year-old 
secondhand vehicles, but 
there’s not that many available 
at the moment and this gives 
us a new vehicle for similar 
cost,” he told route 

Having driven the coach for 
500km on Bank Holiday 
Monday, he was very 
appreciative of the variable 
speed limiter, set by a column- 


cates 


mounted stalk. “It’s simple to 
set and you don't have to 
worry about breaking the 
speed limit, whether it’s a 
30mph, 40mph or 50mph 


zone. It’s an excellent 
feature.” 

The company has also 
invested in a £200,000 


New Temsa won over secondhand options for Galloway 


i o 


Wilcomatic coach wash, which 
is being commissioned this 
week. Added David 
Cattermole: “The 48-hour 
week working meant that our 
National Express duties were 
under pressure, which was 
one of the deciding factors in 
its purchase.” 


WA Shearings produce last independent brochures 


FOLLOWING the high 
profile merger of Wallace 
Arnold and_ Shearings 
Holidays, the UK’s biggest 
coach operators have 
launched their final 
independent brochures 
taking them to Spring 2006. 

Although still operating as 
separate brands until 
September 2005, the merger in 
March saw an increase in the 
number of local joining points 
and feeder coach interchanges. 
The choice of holidays has also 
increased, with new 
destinations; shorter, more 
direct travel routes and better 


end-to-end organisation. 

The Wallace Arnold Autumn 
2005-Spring 2006 programme 
follows the proven formula 
launched at the end of 2004. 
Colour coded pages, clear 
itineraries and _ inspirational 
photography all designed to 
reflect the fact that the over 
50s sector is not only growing 
but looking for more fun. The 
lead in price is £99 for a three- 
night half-board January or 
February break in Newquay, in 
the WA owned Pentire Hotel, 
including an excursion to 
Padstow. 

Shearings’ programme has a 


lead in price of £79 for a January 
three-night half-board break 


=> De 


with entertainment in the 
Esplanade Hotel, Paignton. 


@ More on coach tourism in routeONE ON TOUR, 
published every month for coach operators. The next issue is 
23 June. Tel: 0870 241 8745 to be included in the circulation. 


North East launches £270,000 bus marketing campaign 


NEXUS launched a £270,000 
A-Z by Bus’ campaign on 
Wednesday (I June) to boost 
the use of buses throughout 
the North East and show 
them as_ the viable 
alternative to the car. 

The main aim is to change 
people’s outdated perception of 


buses and bus travel. 

The six-week multi-media 
marketing campaign is jointly 
funded by Arriva, Go North 
East, Nexus, Stagecoach and 
seven county/local councils. It is 
the first time that a region has 
teamed up to extol the virtues of 
the bus and is backed up by a TV 


campaign including a voice over 
from League of Gentlemen star 
Steve Pemberton. 

In total, 80% of public 
transport journeys are made by 
bus and the partners behind the 
scheme are keen to highlight 
their benefits in terms of tackling 
congestion and easing pollution. 


The campaign — which says 
‘Getting from A-Z by bus 
couldn't be easier’ - aims to 
encourage infrequent or non- 
users to try services that could 
be of use to them. In addition to 
posters/TV _ advertising/radio 
advertising there is a website 


Www.atozbybus.co.uk 


Houston Ramm administration complete soon 


MANCHESTER-BASED 

Begbies Traynor is 
continuing to undertake an 
‘asset realisation exercise in 
relation to a few bad debts’ 
following the Administration 
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of the Houston Ramm coach 
and bus dealership, but it 
does not anticipate that a 
dividend will be paid to 
unsecured creditors. 

All the main assets of the 


company were sold at auction 
last year. A distribution to 
secured and _ preferred 
creditors including former 
employees who are owed 
wages, is expected to take 


place in the next few months. It 
is expected that the 
Administration will be wound 
up within the normal 12 month 
period laid down by the 
Enterprise Act. 


OPTARE 


i SE AT 


OPTARE 
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Tempo - prepare to be dazzled 


Introducing the dazzling new Tempo from Optare. Styled for 
maximum passenger appeal, this new generation single 
decker will certainly turn heads — but there’s more to the 
Tempo than just looks. Wide doors and a low floor offer easy 
access; contemporary fabrics, curved handrails and 


‘uplighting’ throughout create a more pleasant ambience; the 


heating system creates a more relaxing travelling environment. 


It’s smoother and quieter too, making journeys even more 
enjoyable. As society seeks to tempt motorists from their 
cars, the Tempo’s superior specification provides operators 
with a high quality vehicle designed for the utmost in 
passenger satisfaction. Be enlightened: to find out more 


about the new Tempo, call Optare today on 0113 264 5182. 


Optare Group, Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail bussales@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
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David Kershaw 
DAVID Kershaw, 
retired last December as 
Senior Transport Co- 
ordinator with Essex County 
Council, died in hospital in 
Chelmsford last Thursday 
(26 May). 

Mr Kershaw joined Ribble 
Motor Services in Preston in 
1962 straight from school. 
He remained with Ribble 
until 1974, latterly as District 
Superintendent for Lancaster 
and Morecambe, before 
joining Western Welsh at 
Bridgend as Area 
Superintendent. 

A move to Eastern 
National at Chelmsford 
followed, and he was 
reunited there with former 
Ribble colleagues, Geoff 
Clarkson and Mike Holden. 

He was part of the 
Management Buyout team at 
Eastern National and 
remained with the company 
when it was sold to 
Badgerline. 

Its sale to First Group saw 
Mr Kershaw leave and join 
Essex County Council, 
where he was well known 
and respected by all the 
operators with whom he 
enjoyed dealings. 

He leaves a wife, 


who 


Anne, 
and sons Brian and Philip. 
The funeral is at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Church, 
Braintree, Essex at 10.30 hrs 
on Monday 6 June. 


Victory Tours faces liquidation? 


Andy Izatt 


UST seven months 
j after it was bought 

from the Adams family 
by a holding company, 
Blackgate Enterprises Ltd, 
Victory Tours appears to be 
no more. 

Dorset County Council was 
informed on 17 May that due 
to ‘financial problems’ the 
company would be unable to 
fulfil its school contracts from 
the following day. London 
chartered accountants Leigh & 
Co wrote to known creditors 
on 24 May to say that it had 
been approached by Adams 
Bros. (Handley) Ltd “to assist 
them in convening a meeting 
of shareholders and creditors 
with a view to putting the 
company into Creditors’ 
Voluntary Liquidation.” 

General Manager of Victory 
and the associated South 
Dorset Coaches, Stuart McGill 
told routeONE that a takeover 
was in the process of taking 
place, but he would not 
comment further. When 
routeONE tried contacting him 
on Tuesday on the Victory 
phone number, the lady who 
answered the call announced 
the company as Blueways 
Coaches. 

Victory was one of 
Wiltshire’s oldest established 
coach operators. A family 
business, it had more than 80 
years of history and operated 
18 vehicles including Neoplan 
Skyliners and Beulas-bodied 
EuroRiders. After the sale, it 
appears to have become part 


ha] 


( 
r 


One of Wiltshire’s oldest operations, the former family business was 80 years old 


of a complex web of 
companies with registered 
offices at 65 New Street, 
Salisbury. 

Adams Bros (Handley) Ltd 
with a current O-Licence for 
25 vehicles was incorporated 


in 1964. Michael Mayjes is 
director and _ Blackgate 
Enterprises is listed as 


company secretary. Mr Mayjes 
is a director of Blackgate 
which, according to 
Companies House, has 
overdue returns and accounts. 

Another company, 
Blackgate Enterprises 
(Handley) Ltd incorporated on 
16 November 2004 was 
renamed Blueways Victory Ltd 
in February. An O-Licence 


application in that name from a 
London address has been 
refused. Director is Thomas 
Gibson Mckechnie who is also 
a director of Blueways Victory 
Coaches London Ltd (BVCL), 
as is company secretary Janet 
Bruton who is company 
secretary of South Dorset 
Coaches. VOSA still lists the 
directors of South Dorset, 
which operates from Swanage 
with around four Scania and 
Volvo coaches as NJ and J E 
Sheasby. It has an O-Licence 
for 13 vehicles until 31 
December 2006. 

BVCL changed its name 
from Blueways Guideline 
Coaches Ltd on 28 February 
and from Blueways Coaches 


Ltd during 1999. According to 
VOSA the company has an O- 
Licence for seven vehicles that 
expires in 2008 and it’s best 
known for supplying Irizar- 
bodied Scania KI24s to the 
England football team. 

After the takeover, Victory 
operations were moved to St 
Leonards, Bournemouth. The 
company’s contracts have 
been reassigned to Wilts & 
Dorset, Damory Coaches and 
Sunflower | Coaches off 
Sturminster Marshall on what 
was described by Dorset 
County Council as a 
“contingency arrangement.” 
The Council says that it is keen 
to give Victory an opportunity 
to clarify its position. 


Open tops to the rescue over holiday 


Rail replacement resulted in debut for half-top 
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THE Bank Holiday 
weekend witnessed the 
usual crop of coaches and 
buses used on _e rail 
replacement work forced 
by blockades for planned 
maintenance of the 
network. 

However, an emergency 
closure of the Liverpool 
Street to Norwich line 
resulted in public debut of 
Britain’s first ever new half- 
top double decker. 

The vehicle in question is 
one of five Ayats-bodied 


Volvo B7Ls ordered by Ensign 
for City Sightseeing operation 
in Bath. 

Three have been delivered 
so far and one was pressed 
into service along with two of 
its full-open top 
contempories following the 
unexpected demand for 
buses to take passengers on 
the four-and-a-half hour 
journey to Norwich. 

According to Ensign’s Russ 
Newman, the open tops 
were a popular attraction due 
to the high temperature. 


e Courier Seat e Double Glazed 

e seat Back Nets e Air Conditioning 
e Courier Fridge e 3 Point Seatbelts 
e Wheel Trims e Refarder 


e Carpets & Curtains 
Call UK Coach & Bus now for more 
information 01709 705570 


Tet: Sales: = 709 705570, Fax: 01709 705569, Service: 01709 705510 Parts: 01709 705520 
Out of Hours Service Number: 07801 027701, Out of Hours Parts Number: 07801 027702 


Choose clutches from Heavy Duty Parts — 
Original Equipment to most vehicle manufacturers 


Buy \.. your clutches for /\.!. your coaches from the UK's Kits, including Flywheel, Rear main oil sal and 

pigot bearing, are available for Neoplan, Setra, 
biggest specialist distributor of SACHS to the PSV industry eT ede 
Choose Heavy Duty Parts and trust their experience. a 


Don't rely on general distributor application 
literature, it's not always correct! 


AB 01427 881109 


www.heavydutyparts.co.uk * e-mail: sales@heavydutyparts.co.uk 


WE SAVE YOU MONEY AND GIVE YOU FREE OF CHARGE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION OF THE OLD CORE UNITS 
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Centra launches Jet Coach 


Mike Morgan 


N HOURLY ‘Chau- 
ffeur Driven Luxury 
a Coach’ service 
between Cobham and 
Heathrow via Brooklands 
Business Park, Weybridge, 
Chertsey and Staines has 
been launched by Centra 
(Central Parking System of 
UK Ltd). 

The three coaches 
dedicated to the route are 
former-Hallmark Dennis R- 
series with Plaxton Panther 
bodies, which have been 
modified and re-certified, 
because the 03-reg vehicles 


Pawel ~: 


Coaches have been converted to DDA specification at a cost of £7,500 each 


are less than four years old, so 
have to comply with Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
standards when used on a 
regular service. 

The cost of the conversion 


was £7,500 per vehicle, and 
included fitting LED front, side 
and rear destination 
equipment, a new entrance 
step arrangement, additional 
hand rails, and ticket issuing 


equipment. All seats have 
tables, and the maximum 
return fare for the full journey 
is £9. 

Branded Jet Coach, and 
operated commercially, the 


‘Chauffeur Driven Luxury 
Coach’ runs Monday to Friday. 
The first run is at 0620hrs 
from Cobham, with the last 
return journey from 
Heathrow at 2000hrs. 


Green Bus goes into liquidation 


GREEN Bus of Darlington 
has gone into voluntary 
liquidation. 

It ran its last services, using 
nine vehicles on eight 
tendered routes in 
Darlington, on May 21. Forty 
people have lost their jobs. A 
creditors meeting is to be 


held next Tuesday (7 June). 
Started by former local 
Stagecoach manager Richard 
Cranmer in November 2003, 
Green Bus also had three 
rural tender services using 
three buses, which it gave up 
in early May at short notice. 
The council has re-assigned 


all its contracts to Arriva, 
Stagecoach and one to JSB 
Travel. 

Richard Cranmer told 
route : “It was my little 
baby — I’m distraught.” He 
said that the rising cost of 
diesel forced him to give up 
the rural services, and, while 


the town routes were 
profitable, they were not 
making enough money to 
cover the overheads and 
debt. “The two main factors 
were rising insurance and fuel 
costs, and while the revenue 
was good, it wasn’t rising fast 
enough,” he added. 


incite exiepberel erttage Corner 


The Magpie 
challenge 


OPEN-TOP buses carrying victorious 
sports teams are a familiar sight these 
days. 

Purfleet-based Ensignbus excels at 
providing vinyled vehicles for every 
occasion and its Metrobuses looked very 
impressive when they carried the Rugby 
World Cup winning England team through 
central London in December 2003. 

routeONE has been given a heritage 
challenge along the open top theme and 
we wonder whether any readers can shed 
any light on this picture? Do you know 
what the fine period coach with the slide- 
back sunshine roof is, who it might have 
been operating for, and what the occasion 
was? 
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What was the occasion — can you solve the mystery? 


lan Ashman of A & J Coaches of 
Washington, Tyne & Wear sent the cutting, 
which appeared on the ‘Wearside Echoes’ 
page of the Sunderland Echo recently. The 
image was recently uncovered in the 
newspaper’s photographic archives and is 
believed to show the Newcastle United 
football team, nicknamed the Magpies, 
during a victory parade to celebrate 
winning the FA Cup in 1932. 


Although the top of the engine radiator 
grill is visible on the coach, it’s not possible 
to discern the manufacturer’s badge. 
What is clear is that it’s a forward-control 
and the name on the front appears to be 
Galleys. Could this be a predecessor of the — 
well known north east coach operator 
Armstrong Galley? 

If you can help, please let us know at 
routeONE. 


50 page driver’s daily check pad available in 
either duplicate or triplicate. 


50 single leaf preventative maintenance 
inspection sheets suitable for all types of 
Passenger Vehicles. 


Meets Department of 
Transport Vehicle Inspectorate 
requirements. 


Tel: 07041 471008 


Fax: 07041 471009 


61 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford 
Hants SO53 2HA 


Bob Vale Coach Sales 
TEL: 01494 716996 


AIR CONDITIONED 

2003 Scania K114 Irizar Century Auto G/B, 53 recliners, crew seat, air con + climate control, 

curtains, radio/tape/PA/monitor/DVD 

2002 Mercedes Sprinter 413 Optare Sorocco, 16 recliners, large boot, power door, air condi- 
ring to view. 

2002 Iveco Eurorider Beulas, auto G/B, 51 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken toilet, conti- 

Via ta) fe foro aaa Gat epee iat nae sah eee Meaabehy Peoceue > cos ckier + torah yo Ree ee £105,000 

2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma Auto gearbox, 51 recliners, saloon toilet, air condition- 


2001 Scania L94 Auto Irizar Century, 53 recliners, climate control, air-conditoning, double- 
glazing, retractable belts, drop down armrests, retardel........ccccecescsesensseseessseseseneee £95,000 
1999 (V) Man 18.310 Noge Catalan 350, 47 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken 

toilet, powered continental door, boiler, fridge by crew seat, full carpets, radio/PA/DVD/2 moni- 
tors, air con. 

1999 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 48 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, rear sunken 
toilet, fridge, Telma retarder, rear continental door, rack locker doors 

1999 Bova Futura FHD, 49 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, centre sunken 

toilet, continental door, Telma. ring to view. £95,000 
1998 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 48 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, rear saloon toilet, 
fridge, boiler, Telma retarder, rack locker doors. £87,000 
1997 Volvo B10M Berkhof Axial Glider, 27 vogel super recliners + leg calf supports, seat 
back tables, crew seat, aircon + climate control, shades centre sunken toilet, fridge, boiler, con- 
tinental door, retarder, drivers bunk, alloy wheels, radio/PA/monitor, 1 table £68,000 
1997 Volvo B10M SE JONCKHEERE MISTRAL, 51 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, hot 
water boiler by crew seat, floor mounted toilet, double glazing, radio/PAAape/monitor 

video... 

1996 Mercedes Sprinter 208 SWB, 8 seats, air conditioning 

1996 Mercedes 814 Robin Hood, 16 seater, air conditioned, power door, to be sold with new 
MOT. wssscsccsssessssesesschésassincosvesbsseracrueqeeatnabeeray sce? annie coe oF RMT SSF SAREE RUI IN ses snpsen aaa Fay ste tia £16,750 
1995 Setra S210H, 24 Ambiente recliners, 6 tables, 2 crew seats, rear saloon toilet, rear 
servery, video + montor, air conditioned, ring to view. 

1995 Dennis Javelin marcopolo, 49 recliners, crew seat, saloon toilet, rear continental door, 
servery unit, air conditioning, video/monitor, 3-step entrance 


VOLVOS 

1998 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 49/53 recliners, crew seat, double glazed, rear 
sunken toilet/continental door. £82,500......... -reduced to 

1996 Volvo B10M Jonckheere Deauville 45, 53 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken de mount- 
able toilet, continental door, double glazed, radio/tape. .£59,000 
1996 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 53 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken demounted 
toilet, continental door, double glazed, choice of 2. 

1995 Volvo Bi0M Van Hool Alizee, 49 recliners, crew seat, rear saloon toilet, rack locker 
doors, Telma, double glazing, rear continental door, radio/tape/PA/monitor, adjustable 
footrests. 

1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 retrimmed recliners, crew seat, 
radio/tape/PA/video/monitor, retarder, sunken toilet £27,500 
1985 C Volvo B9M Plaxton Paramount 3200, 43 retrimmed seats, retractable belts, cutains, 
carpet, radio/PA. £15,000 
1988 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 55 retrimmed recliners. £10,500 
1979 Volvo B58 Duple Dominant II Express, 53 seats «£1,250 


£57,500 


OTHER COACHES & MIDIS - MINIS 
2000 Mercedes 814 Optare Nouvelle Il, 33 seats, 3-point belts, rear boot, inswung coach 
door, racks/reading lights/forced air ventilation, driver’s fan, radio/tape/PA, 
curtains, carpet, walnut dash trim.... £47,000 
2000 Man 18.350 Neoplan Transliner, 49 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken toilet, continen- 
tal door, hot water boiler, fridge in dashboard, double glazing £95,000 
1998 (OCT) Mercedes 814 Plaxton Cheetah, 32 seats, racks, forced air ventilation, rear 
boot.. 
1997 (R) Mercedes rystals conversion, 
forced air ventilation, slam door with deep stepwell 
1997 LDV Convoy Onyx conversion, high roof, 16 coach seats, drop step well 
entrance.. 
1997 Toyota Op 
luggage pen, radio/tape. £12,000 
1995 Mercedes 814 Crystals, 33 coach seats, power door, rear boot, racks, forced air ventila- 
tion, reading lights... £19,500 
1993 Renault PP160 

£12,000 
1992 Bova Futura FHD, 55 newly retrimmed recliners, crew seat, double glazed, demounted 
centre toilet & continental door. £27,000 
1990 Leyland Tiger L10 Plaxton Paramount 
continental door, retractable seat belts, Telma retarder. 
1990 Mercedes 811 Optare Starrider Coach, 29 retrimmed coachseats, seat belts, racks, 
forced air ventilation, fully carpeted, radio/tape/PA/video/monitor, curtains, rear boot.........£8,750 
1990 Mercedes 609 M2M, 23 seats. £3,750 
1990 Toyota Optimo, 18 seater, rear hideaway weelchair lift. . £4,500 
1988 Scania K112 Plaxton Paramount 3500, 49 retrimmed recliners, centre sunken toilet, 
crew seat, continental door. £14,000 
1988 Bova Futura FHD, 53 recliners, 
1988 Lag Panoramic, 49 recliners 
1986 Bedford YNV Plaxton Paramount 3200, 57 seats. 
1983 Leyland Tiger Plaxton Paramount 3200 Express, 53 seats, hydracylic G/B.... 


Kingshill House, Spurlands End Road, 
Great Kingshill, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP15 6PE 

Fax: 01494 716331 


LES 
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amy, Whisperer 


Isn’t it a small World? 


ON A rare occasion lurking in the routeONE office 
other day, The Whisperer overhead a conversation in 
the Editorial department as they were musing over 
Editor Mike Morgan’s report on his Canadian trip (Big 
Story, 19 May) and in particular the Niagara Falls. 

Production Editor Tony Henthorn let it slip that his 
claim to fame is that his Great Great Grandmother, 
Annie Taylor, was the first person to go over the 
Niagara Falls (in a barrel, incidentally) and survive in 
1901. 

A few moments on the Internet and The Whisperer 
had the full ‘sp’. This remarkable picture which shows 
the family likeness! 

A former Michigan school teacher and widow of a 
Civil War veteran, Annie Taylor made her trip when 
she said she was 43 old; however genealogical records 
x "\ confirm she was actually 63. 

’: She was strapped by her 
assistants into a special 
harness in a wooden barrel 

i she designed herself, and a 

_ small boat towed it out into 

". » the mainstream of the 
Niagara River, before cutting 

< it loose. Emerging from her 
. wo. ©& barrel (damaged beyond 
repair) after plunging over Niagara Falls Annie Taylor 
said “No one ought ever do that again.” 

Afterwards, she toured the country displaying a 
replica of the barrel, but her stunt didn’t prove as 
lucrative as she would have liked. She worked as a 
Niagara street vendor for 20 years and a pauper in 
1921. Is there a moral to this tale The Whisperer 
wonders? 


Plaudits from a punter 


IN JOURNALISM there’s a writing technique called an 
‘Aunt Sally’; you build expectations, then knock ‘em 
down. The Whisperer understands that it derives 
from an old fairground game (which sadly, he’s old 
enough to remember!). It’s a technique that the 
writer of this (genuine) letter from a ‘name and 
address withheld’ used, which The Whisperer felt he 
ought to share. 

“Dear Sirs. Many thanks for including the group 
photo of our wonderful Traffic Commissioners in 
your 14 April issue. It has been of significant assis- 
tance in my darts practise. 

“Furthermore, | have submitted it to the London 
Dungeon as a suggested future display there. Yours 
(21 (0A 

The Whisperer hopes that our wonderful Traffic 
Commissioners are able to retain their sense of 
humour... 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 
let me know care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 
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Letters 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 


Morgan, Editor, route 


, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 


Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Why Brighton Rally deserves 


ee 


PLAXTON 


MY GREAT Granddad, Granddad, Dad, 
myself and my son have all been 
involved in the industry. My Great 
Granddad started York Motors in the 
1920s, with my Granddad and his 
brothers all working at the family firm as 
well as my father. 

| remember as a young boy about 
five-years-old washing the buses and 
going on trips with my father, who 
always said: “It’s not a job; it’s a way of 
life!” And how true that is. We are a 
rare breed of people who work long 
hours because it’s not like work. It’s a 
passion to have the best coaches and 
actually achieve what we set out to do. 

One memory that stands out for me is 
the former Blackpool Rally in the early 
1980s. Lee Johnson, about 21 years old 
at the time, won with a very smart Volvo 
Plaxton with chrome rocker covers and 
lights everywhere. | remember thinking 
how lucky they were to have a vehicle 
like that and how proud they looked 
when they won. 

Everybody in the industry would 
attend, manufacturers and dealers alike, 


eed 
mn beeen ae 


as 
amar 


and what made it more special was that 
they were all involved in the industry, 
understood the job, the hours, the 
passion we have. Everyone would have 
a laugh and let their hair down (we had 
hair then!) But how times have changed. 

While the Brighton Rally is excellent 
and well supported by operators, plus 
some manufactures and dealers, it’s a 
great shame that there isn’t more 
support from manufacturers. It doesn’t 
cost a lot to have a stand at the Brighton 
Rally, and they don’t have to have a big 
stand. Spending a little money and 
allowing their staff to have a nice 
weekend mixing with the industry, when 
operators are also relaxed and having a 
good time shouldn't be too much to ask 
from multi-million pound businesses. Is 
it because they no longer understand 
the coach business, which is not like the 
truck industry? 


Geoff Goodwin, 
Director, 

Goodwin’s Coaches, 
Eccles, Manchester 


Thank you for our profile 
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Lifting the profile 


ON BEHALF of the family and staff | always enjoy reading the 

of Chalkwell, | would like to articles in routeONE, keep up the 
express our thanks for the time you good work. 

spent attending our Open Day on 


13 April, and for the excellent Clive Eglinton, 

feature you wrote about our Chalkwell Coach Hire & Tours, 

company (routeONE, Showcase, 21 Sittingbourne, Kent 

April). F 


A long way off route 


JUST £40 for both Spring and Autumn issues. 
Produced every six months with constantly updated 
data, up-to-the-minute editorial coverage, recent legal 


Although right hand drive, passenger door is on the offside 


AFTER seeing the picture of Train from local hotels, but was alent . 
RM187 ‘off route’ in Canada undergoing a major refit and issues and legislation explained. 
(routeONE, Big Story, 19 May), | refurbishment. : ae, ; 7 ; 
thought | ought to send you this Where did | spot this vintage Comprehensive listings including: manufacturers; 
picture | took last year. bus? On a small island called suppliers; operators and tour wholesalers. 
The bus has been converted to Maui, one of the Hawaiian Islands, 
pick up passengers on the so it is certainly a tad off route. 
opposite side to normal and has a Cet YOU r cO DY of 
fully automatic gearbox fitted. Norman Drew, 
It has been used for some time Starline Travel, 
as a free bus to the Sugar Cane Bromsgrove, Worcs out N OW! 


Call 0870 241 8745 


routeONE 2 June 2005 17 


ur weekly report by the i 


try’s leading legal journali 


Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


First West Yorkshire cut quashed 


The Transport Tribunal has accepted 
that the improvement in First West 
Yorkshire’s MoT pass rate and prohibi- 
tion record is such that it should now 
have its licence fully restored 


THE curtailment of First 
West Yorkshire’s licence 
from 1,125 vehicles to 975 
has been quashed by the 
Transport Tribunal on 
appeal. Instead, the 
Tribunal has given the 
company a formal warn- 
ing and requires a further 
maintenance investigation 
within six months. 

Following a public inquiry 
over maintenance in July 
2004, North Eastern Traffic 
Commissioner Tom 
Macartney cut the licence to 
946 vehicles, which he 
considered was as many as 
First West Yorkshire could 
keep safe, roadworthy and 
reliable. The decision was 
not due to take effect until 3| 
January 2005, as he would be 
prepared to vary his decision 
if the company demon- 
strated a dramatic improve- 
ment in its MoT test first- 
time pass rate and 
prohibition rate. 

In December 2004 the 
Tribunal dismissed an appeal 
against that decision. They 
agreed that the Comm- 
issioner had misdirected 
himself as to what the 84.1% 
first-time MoT pass rate 
meant, but the company had 
failed to demonstrate that 
the overall result was plainly 
wrong (route i 13 


January). An appeal was 
subsequently lodged with the 
Court of Appeal. 

In the meantime the 
company made represen- 
tations, producing statistics 
to show that the annual test 
first-time pass rate had 
improved to 91.75%, that 
for 2004 it was 89%, and 
that the 2004 prohibition 
rate following spot checks 
was 6.9% compared with 
the national average of 
15.3%. The statistics were 
analysed by Senior Vehicle 
Examiner Mark Millard, who 
accepted there had been an 


improvement in the 
company’s MoT and 
prohibition rates, but 
disagreed with the degree of 
that improvement. He 


believed that the MoT first- 
time pass rate for 2004 was 
88.6% and the year-to-date 
figures for the prohibition 
rate was 10.8%. He 
considered that the 
difference in the prohibition 
rates was caused by the 
company failing to take into 
account two prohibitions 
issued following accidents. 

In a letter in November 
2004 Managing Director 
Stephen Graham re-affirmed 
that the annual test 
performance since the public 
inquiry stood at 91.75%, an 


improvement of 7.65%. He 
expressed his concern about 
the variance between his 
statistics and Mr Millard’s. He 
confirmed that the two 
prohibitions issued following 
accidents had not been 
included in the company’s 
statistics because the source 
of the data had not been 
discussed at the public 
inquiry. He informed the 
Commissioner of an outside 
service to check the 
company’s brake and 
headlight-testing equipment 
to ensure that there was no 
variance between test results 
obtained from the 
company’s equipment and at 
the testing station. 

In a letter in December 
2004 Mr Graham provided 
the Commissioner with 
further updated statistics that 
showed an 89% first-time 
pass rate for MoTs in 2004, a 
92% first-time pass rate 
since the public inquiry anda 
6.25% prohibition rate 
following spot checks. 

In reducing the licence by 
150 vehicles instead of by 
179 vehicles on 20 
December 2004 the 
Commissioner said he had 
taken account of the 
improvement which had 
resulted from the remedial 
measures identified at the 
public inquiry. 

Before the Tribunal, 
Stephen Kirkbright, for the 
company, maintained that 
the Commissioner’s latest 
decision was dispro- 
portionate and plainly wrong. 


He submitted that the 
maintenance systems at the 
time of the fleet inspection 
were virtually beyond 
criticism and the first-time 
MoT pass’ rate and 
prohibition rate were well 
above the national average. 
Following the fleet inspection 
in December 2003 the 
company immediately re- 
assessed its systems and 
made further modifications 
and improvements to 
address the deficiencies 
identified by VOSA. Those 
steps were already 
producing positive results by 
the time of the public inquiry. 
As at November 2004 
further improvements could 
be seen in the results 
produced both by the 
company and by VOSA. 

Mr Kirkbright argued that 
the Commissioner’s decision 
of December 2004 was 
defective in two ways. The 
first was the absence of 
reasons as to how he came 
to his decision — _ in 
particular there was nothing 
to indicate why the 
improvement that had been 
demonstrated by the 
company was not the 
‘dramatic improvement’ he 
required. Secondly, there 
was nothing in his decision to 
indicate why that 
improvement only justified 
an increase in licence discs by 
25. 

Agreeing with those 
arguments, the Tribunal said 
that by November 2004 the 
MoT first-time pass rate had 


increased from 84.1% to 
91.75% in the four months 
following the public inquiry 
and the prohibition rate had 
fallen from 14.2% to 6.9%, 
or 10% on the VOSA figures. 

There was nothing to 
suggest that that 
improvement would not 
continue. They considered 
that the figures demon- 
strated a significant 
improvement which must 
equate with a ‘dramatic 
improvement’. In the 
absence of reasons why the 
Commissioner did not find 
this to be sufficient improve- 
ment to justify a significant 
variation in his original order 
they were satisfied that the 
company’s appeal must 
succeed. 

The Tribunal said they had 
taken into account the 
complete absence of any 
regulatory enforcement 
against the company in 
relation to maintenance and 
noted in particular that the 
company had not even been 
the subject of a maintenance 
warning letter prior to the 
public inquiry. They had in 
mind in particular that the 
purpose of the regulatory 
regime was to achieve the 
underlying objectives of the 
system rather than being 
punitive. 

They were satisfied that 
this was an appropriate case 
for the Tribunal to substitute 
its own decision for that of 
the Traffic Commissioner 
rather than remit the matter 
for further consideration. 
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We know Transport Law backwards 


Contact backhouse 


on 01254 828300 or www.backhouses.co.uk 
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key cases brought before Public Inquiries, Tribunals, Magistrate and Crown Courts 
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TM Travel warned for defective speedos 


OPERATING vehicles with 
defective speedometers 
and an ‘S’-marked 
prohibition for a detached 
fuel filler cap led to TM 
Travel, being hauled 
before North Western 
Traffic Commissioner 
Beverley Bell at a Bolton 
public inquiry. 

TM Travel has two licences, 
one for 57 vehicles for the 
limited company at Staveley, 
Chesterfield, the other for a 
partnership of John and 
Timothy Watts at Old Tupton, 
Chesterfield, for 15. 

For TM Travel, Jonathan 
Backhouse said in relation to 
the ‘S’-marked prohibition, 
that the fuel filler cap was 
always attached to the 
vehicle concerned and it 
should clip over the nozzle. 
The bus had _~ been 
snowballed and the driver 
thought a snowball had hit 
the cap and knocked it off. 
Either that or the person 
who had refuelled the bus 
had not clipped it back on. 

The partnership, which 
predominantly operated 
school contracts, had been 
sent a warning letter in May 
2002 and there had been no 


prohibitions since 2003, 
when there was one for a 
worn tyre. 


Asked whether it was the 


T™ Travel escapes with just a warning 
following the use of vehicles without 
working speedometers and for an ‘S’- 
marked prohibition, having dealt with the 
matter appropriately 


intention to continue with 
two licences, Mr Backhouse 
said that it was intended to 
merge the operation into the 
limited company when John 


Watts, the nominated 
Transport Manager for both 
operators, retires in about 12 
months’ time. 

The Commissioner said 
that she was not unduly 
concerned about the 
prohibitions issued to the 
limited company’s vehicles 
during 2004. The other issue 
was instances of the use of 
vehicles with defective 
speedometers, odometers or 
tachographs, despite driver 
defect reports being 
submitted. 

Mr Backhouse said that no 
vehicle subject to tachograph 
rules would have operated 
for more than one day with a 
defective tachograph until it 
was repaired. It was 
accepted that some vehicles 
had operated for a period of 
time with defective 
speedometers but that was 
immediately put — right 
following the vehicle 
examiner’s visit. Drivers of 
four Mercedes vehicles had 
tampered with the fuses of 
the Telma retarder because 
they did not like its 
sharpness. They had been 
unable to identify which 


drivers had been involved, 
but a general warning had 
been posted on_ the 
noticeboard. The Comm- 
issioner commented that she 
felt that it would be better if 
the drivers were sent 
individual letters pointing out 
what action would be taken 
in such circumstances. 

Some of the vehicles had 
had intermittent speed- 
ometer faults, said Mr 
Backhouse. In one case, 
where there had been 71 
driver defect reports, the 
vehicle had gone back to 
Optare, which had been 
unable to identify the fault. 
Following VOSA _ inter- 
vention, the vehicle was 
completely rewired. 

Two vehicles which had 
tachographs but which were 
not used on _ tachograph 
work, had run with the 
tachograph heads open as 
their drivers had thought it 
would allow the vehicles to 
go faster, but it had broken 
the tachographs. 

The Commissioner said 
she was worried about the 
culture. Mr Backhouse 
replied that it was only a 
minority of drivers and since 
they had been warned that 
such conduct was 
unacceptable they had not 
had a problem with those 
vehicles. It was accepted that 
the defective speedometers 
should have been repaired 
more quickly. Under a new 
system any defective 
speedometer is immediately 
repaired and all the vehicles 


Does insurance 


make you feel 
like this? 
CPTIRS - untying the insurance knots 


Belmont Intemational Limited is 2 company registered in England & Wales under com 


currently had effective 
speedometers. Asked why 
defective speedometers had 
not been immediately 
repaired, Timothy Watts said 
that he had not appreciated 
the seriousness. He accepted 
that they had taken a policy 
decision that it was not so 
important to repair the 
speedometers. 

John Watts said that it had 
occurred in an era when the 


previous engineering 
manager was in post. Most of 
the time the defective 


speedometers had related to 
the few double-deckers that 
did very little mileage on local 
runs where there was little 
opportunity to exceed the 
speed limit. Repairs could not 
be carried out in-house and 
they had had to employ a 
specialist whose services 
were not always immediately 
available. 

The other issue of concern 
to the Commissioner was the 
transport manager, as there 
was a complex variety of 
services operated by a large 
fleet. Mr Backhouse said it 
was intended to put two 
members of staff though the 
CPC examination. 

Mr Backhouse said that the 
driver defect reporting 
system was clearly effective, 
with a good quality response 
apart from the issue of the 
speedometers. 

It was essentially a good- 
quality operation that had 
fallen down on one issue. 
Thirteen vehicles had been 
looked at during an 


CPT Insurance & Risk Solutions is @ trading style of Belmont International Limited. 


pany registration number 1427492. The registered office is located at Becket House, Vestry Road, Orford, Kent, TN14 SEL 


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 


CPT Insurance & Risk Solutions 
Becket House 
Otford - Sevenoaks - 
www.cplirs.com 


Tel: 01732 744700 Fax: 01732 744729 


unannounced maintenance 
investigation with no defects 
being found. 

Undertakings were given 
that the drivers would be 
sent individual warning 
letters and that a second 
transport manager would be 
nominated on the company’s. 
licence. 

Taking no action other 
than to issue a formal 
warning, the Commissioner 
said that to operate vehicles 
with defective speedometers 
was foolhardy in the 
extreme. However, it was 
clear that things had been put 
right as soon as it was 
brought to the operator’s 
attention by the vehicle 
examiner. She had become 
increasingly frustrated and 
disillusioned by operators 
coming to a public inquiry 
saying that they were going 
to put things right when the 
problems had been drawn to 
their attention six months 
previously. In this case there 
had been a proper measured 
response rather than a ‘knee- 
jerk’ reaction. She warned 
that if there were any further 
breaches of the undertaking 
relating to the driving and 
operating of vehicles within 
the law it would lead to 
consideration being given to 
taking action against the two 
licences. 

Finally, the Commissioner 
said that she had no time for 
drivers who fiddled and 
meddled with equipment 
that was required to be 
there. 


Vestry Road 
Kent TN14 SEL 
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A New Outlook in Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 


Phoenix Seating Limited manufactures the highest quality 
seating for the commercial and passenger markets. 

The whole manufacturing process from concept through design 
to engineering is carried out in-house. All seat’s are tested to 
M1,M2,M3 standard EEC directive 761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


Phoenix Seating Limited offer a comprehensive consulting and 
design package ensuring customers specific requirements are 
met exactly. 

For more information call us on 01384 296622 or contact 
Sara Haywood on 07810852270 


Unit 47, Bay 3, Second Avenue, Pensett Estate, 
Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 7UZ 


P.H INTERNATIONAL SALES 


T/A BMC Bus and Coach (Midlands and South) main beater For: BMG UK — 
LONDON & KETTERING, NORTHANTS 


KING LONG 6127 KING LONG 6122 KING LONG 6118 
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@ 49/53 seats © Cummins Engine ® ZF Auto gearbox @ 12 metre @ 40 seater 


@ Half leather reclining seats @ Double glazed @ Numerous options available @ Cummins engine 
@ Air con @ 3 x drop down monitors © DVD @ Auto 


reversing camera ® Walnut 


dash @ Fully carpeted PRICE ON PRICES FROM PRICES FROM 
seen tobe beliened «| APPLICATION £115,000 £88,000 


DEPENDING ON OPTIONS DEPENDING ON OPTIONS 


For further information on the full range of Best Value BMC products & the introduction of King Long please contact: P.H INTERNATIONAL LTD, 16 Browning Avenue, Kettering, Northants, NN16 8NP. 
Tel: 01536 482049 Fax: 01536 482342 Email: phinternational@hotmail.com 


Phillip Hodgson 07773 258 379 SERVICE CENTRE: Sanders Lodge Industrial Estate, Northants 
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New kids on the block are in the house 


There’s work to be done by the new arrivals, and the potential pitfalls and 


perils of answering questions in the House of Commons is one of the first 
things that the new Transport Ministers will have to master, while the 
Opposition tries its hardest to trip them up and make them look silly 


O THE new Ministers have 

bedded down in the 

Department for Transport. 
What do we think that they 
might be up to since they 
entered the hallowed offices of 
Great Minster House? 

As we said last week, don’t think 
just because there was no ground- 
breaking transport legislation in the 
Queen’s Speech, that they have 
been doing nothing but sit on their 
collective bottoms and enjoy the 
view from their new office. 

For a start, there has already been 
a session of “Transport Questions’ 
for them to field in the House. 
Transport Questions are very much 
the same as the Prime Minster’s 
Question Time (PMQs) that we see 
on our televisions — both live and on 
the news — each Wednesday; except 
of course that this set of questions is 
purely transport orientated. 

And, as with PMQs, the questions 
are known in advance. 

Once the list of questions is 
received in the Department, they 
will be ‘divvied up’ between 
Ministers. The Secretary of State will 
often answer the first question, 
along with the one tabled by his 
opposite number — the Shadow 
Transport Spokesman (can you 
remember who that is?). He might 
also answer some others which take 
his fancy, or as a matter of respect, if 
one is tabled by a senior politician 
on the backbenches. 

Junior Ministers are usually tasked 
with answering questions focusing 
on their areas of policy responsi- 
bility. 

But just because they know the 
questions in advance, don’t think 
that this makes things easy. Oh no! 


Ticket machines 
no longer just 
issue tickets. 


Once the 
original 
question has 
been 
answered, a 
number of 
supplementary 
questions, 


be related to 
the original 
subject matter, 
can also be 
asked: not just 
by the original 
questioner, but 
by MPs from 
all sides. Who 
actually asks 
the questions 
is a matter for } 
the Speaker. 
He will 
usually pick 


Sal” vw = 


members with All Transport Ministers face questions in the House of Commons, but not when it is full! 


either a 

constituency interest (if the question 
related to a particular area of the 
country), or a special interest in the 
specific subject raised. This normally 
results in four or five 
supplementaries being asked. The 
ones from the Government side 
tend to be either planted by 
Ministers in the first place or just 
generally sycophantic. (This might be 
less true in this parliament of course 
with the arrival of the Awkward 
Squad on the governing benches 
following the election.) 

The Opposition questions are, of 
course, usually designed to trip the 
Minister up. The real trick in asking 
a good parliamentary question is to 
word it in such a way that the 
Minister will have no idea what is 


likely to be asked as a 
‘supplementary’ and is therefore ill- 
prepared. 

In any case, the whole process is 
an excellent way of concentrating 
the minds of the new Ministers, as 
the last thing they want is to be seen 
to be floundering at the Dispatch 
Box. 

Early indications are that our new 
transport team has already begun 
mastering their briefs. Dr Ladyman’s 
riposte to the tired old calls for bus 
regulation echoed strongly Mr 
Darling’s coolness towards that 
proposition. 

But preparing for questions is not 
all that they will have been doing. 

Karen Buck (the new junior Buses 
Minister) is, we understand, not a 


Introducing... 


car driver. As a Minister who actually 
uses buses (well there had to be one 
in Transport eventually!), no doubt 
she is looking at how to make buses 
more efficient. 

Ms Buck also has an interest in, 
and knowledge of, disability issues. 
Let us hope that she is, as we speak, 
taking a fresh look, from a new 
perspective, to ensure that all her 
Department’s proposals are both 
reasonable and sensible. We can but 
hope. 

So remember, as we have said 
before, just because there has been 
no change of Government, don’t 
think for a minute that there will be 
no change of policy — transport or 
otherwise! 

We wait with baited breath. 


TICKET SYSTEMS 


Phone 0208 908 9088 
Fax 0208 908 9099 
Email sales@jgts.com 
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YOU CAN TELL WHEN EVERYTHING WORKS AS IT SHOULD. 


At the end of a trip, we all want happy passengers. That's why we work hard to make the Volvo ownership journey run so 
smoothly. It starts with a wider choice of more reliable and sophisticated chassis options. And continues with a support 
network that’s the envy of the industry. Ask anyone. Superior quality, choice, value and support. No-one gives you a better 


pe er PG SOREN. WHEN YOU GET BEHIND THE WHEEL - WE GET BEHIND YOU. 


Seatbelts For Your Plaxton 


ARRIVA 


Bus and Coach 


2004 DAF SB4000XF auto VANHOOL ALIZEE T9 

51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
2001 EOS 90 auto MAN eng 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
2001 EOS 90 auto MAN eng 

48 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

2000 DAF $B3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE H 

49 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

2000 DAF SB3000 auto IKARUS 396 

49 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

2000 SCANIA K124 C shift VANHOOL ALIZEE T9 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
2000 SCANIA K124 C shift VANHOOL ALIZEE T9 

48 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
1999 DAF SB3000 auto VANHOOL ALIZEE H 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
1999 EOS 90 man MAN eng 

48 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

1999 OPTARE EXCEL auto CUMMINS 215 bhp engine 
44 seats, 21 standees, buggy space 

1999 MERCEDES 412D auto WHITACRES 

14 seats with 3 point belts, large rear luggage 

1998 DAF SB3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE T9 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
1998 EOS 90 man MAN eng 

49 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

1998 EOS 90 man MAN eng 

48 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning 

1998 MAN Triaxle man NOGE CATALAN 370 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 
1996 OPTARE EXCEL auto CUMMINS eng 

42 seats, 21 standees, buggy space 

1996 DAF SB3000 man PLAXTON PREMIERE 350 

53 reclining seats 

1996 DAF SB3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE DH 
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Plaxton Service will advise on the suitability of your Plaxton for 


51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning the fitment of belts and offer a retro-fitment which is to the 
ee 1996 EOS 90 man MAN eng same high standards as the original factory specification. We 

49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning can fit seatbelts to most models of Paramount, Premiere, 

1996 EOS 90 man MAN eng g . " 

5) veining setkcarar tock er tenia Excalibur, Cheetah, Beaver, Prima, Profile, Paragon and Panther, 

1996 EOS 80 man MERC eng subject to a visual inspection of the existing structure and 

30 reclining seats, rear toilet, air conditioning confirmation that the vehicle is suitable. 

1995 DAF SB3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE H 

51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet rea ‘ «ee 9 

1994 DAF SB3000 miret VANHOOL ALIZEE DH For initial advice on the suitability of your vehicle, call us now, 

51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet it will help if you’ve the body number to hand. We can advise 

1993 DAF SB3000 auto VANHOOL ALIZEE H on whether the vehicle was designed to take seatbelts and 


51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet 
1993 DAF SB3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE H 
49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, air conditioning 


1993 DAF SB3000 man VANHOOL ALIZEE H Call Plaxton Service now on 


49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet 

1992 DAF MB230 man VANHOOL ALIZEE H 

51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet 0 l 9 09 5 5 l l 5 5 
1988 DAF SB2300 man DUPLE 320 

57 seats 

1983 SCANIA man JONCKHEERE JUBILEE 50 
51 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet 


arrange a visual inspection. 


Don’t take chances, have your vehicle fitted to a recognised standard. 


CHOICE OF 2 DOOR AIRPORT SPECIFICATION 
BUSES AVAILABLE 


M™™ PLAXTON oe 
| Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4€5 
_ Tel: OI909 SSI66 Fax: OISOS 567994 wuwu.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 
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Holiday for less with routeONE 


The routeONE Travel Club gives you - and all your staff - free access to 


a travel club with a massive range of discounted travel offers 
encompassing holidays, car hire and flights 


THE routeONE Travel, Club is an on-line 
service that provides discounts on a 
massive variety of package holidays, 
flights, car hire, airport parking and 
more. 

We are automatically providing 
Gold membership FREE to all 
routeONE readers - and all your staff - 
this includes even the largest 
operators, so please copy this page 
and put it on your notice board. 

There’s no catch, and no fees to 
pay — it’s just our way of saying 
‘thanks’ for your loyal support. 

To access the Travel Club, simply 
send an e-mail with your name and 
company to: 
register@routeonetravelclub.co.uk. 
You will then receive your logon 
name and password to browse the 
site. As a Gold member you receive a 
minimum 2.5% discount on holidays 
and charter flights, plus a priority 
booking line, unique offers and free 
places for groups. 

The site gives you access to the 
broadest range of travel products to 
be found today, via the internet or the 
high street, but at discounted rates. In 
addition to these, you can take 
advantage of our own ‘exclusive 
offers’ to a growing number of 
popular destinations at amazing 
prices. If you register your details on 
the site, you will also receive 
newsletters and latest offers. 

When you have found the holiday 
or flight you want to book, call the 
booking line to complete the 
transaction and the staff will also 
check to see if there is a cheaper deal 
for the same package or flight. 

If at any stage you are unable to 
find the information you need, or 
would like advice on any part of your 
holiday, consultants are available to 
provide you with information based 
on their extensive experience within 
the travel industry — their offices are 
open six days a week. 

You can also upgrade the free Gold 
membership to Platinum, for an 
annual fee of £20 — that’s £5 less than 
normal. Platinum provides 5% 
discount on holidays and charter 
flights and a range of other benefits — 
full details are on the website. 

The website sections are: 


Package Holidays 
The on-line search enables you to 
browse holidays offered by 59 
operators, including Virgin, Cosmos, 
and Thompson. Simply select which 
dates you are looking for; you can 
specify which airport, destination 
and/or operator to search for, or 
leave it open to see all available 
holidays. You can also sort the results 
by price, type or other options to 
make searching as easy as possible. 
Late-availability holidays are also 
available — the best of these are 
shown when you go to the search 
page. 

As a Gold member you 
automatically receive a 2.5% discount 
on the final price displayed. 


Flights and Hotels 


You have access to one of the travel 
industry’s most powerful Global 
Distribution Systems. This is used by 
travel agents worldwide to search 
flight availability and sell airline seats. 
You can complete and pay for your 
booking on line. 

Your tickets will be printed and 
despatched the next working day by 
first class post. 

Click on the “Travel Tools’ tab to 
access downloadable metro maps for 
all cities, airport and destination 


guides, event guides, weather reports, 


a quick currency converter, 
conversion tables, phrasebooks and 
worldwide dialling codes. 


Charter Flights 


Use the on-line search engine to 
browse and select your flights, hotels 
and car hire. As a Gold club member 
you will automatically receive a 2.5% 
discount on the final price. 


Car Hire 


Click on this tab to book cars through 
Holiday Autos, which provides an 
extensive worldwide network of car 
hire locations. As a Gold Club 
member you get 5% discount on all 
Holiday Autos car hire. 


Holiday Extras 


As a Gold Club member you receive 
the following savings: 

Airport Accommodation 2.5% 
Airport Parking 5% 

Airport Lounges 2.5% 


The routeONE Travel Club is operated by South Quay Travel and sister 
company Air Viceroy which together have 35 years trading and 
experience of providing an excellent service and delighting their 
customers has become their trademark. 

Every member of the ‘Travel. Clisb is assured of outstanding quality, 
value for money and an attentive friendly service. All of our 
consultants are highly experienced, hugely knowledgeable and offer 


the ultimate professional service. Protected by ATOL and IATA 
licenses in addition to ABTA bonding, members can buy with 
absolute confidence. Tel: 0845 077 0720 


E-mail: reservations@sqtclub.co.u! 


k 
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s Paragon Performance 


misbus 
WECO 


When it comes to efficiency, the Paragon 

Eurorider really stands out from the crowd. 

Just consider for a moment what this 
acclaimed package has to offer. 


Class leading cabin space 

The fuel efficiency of a 350bhp, Euro3, Iveco power unit 
Stainless steel structure for longevity and enhanced 
residual value 

The style and versatility, synonomous with Plaxton coaches 


oe eXt0 reat All this at a price which could be more 
__ < affordable than you might think 
| Models available: 
350bhp, Auto; 53/57 seats; A/C - Available Now 
350bhp, Auto; 49/53 seats; A/C; Centre W/C; hot & cold drinks - To Order 
ieee | 
Sa P L A 4 TO N Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4S 
Tel: OISOS SSIN66 Fax: OISOS 567994 wuwiw.plaxtonlimited.co.uk / i 


Book your stand at Passenger 
Transport Solutions 2005 - the premier event 
showcasing the practical application of technology in 
passenger transport 


@ Attended by people planning and delivering passenger transport in the bus, 
rail, light rail and demand responsive sectors 


@ From marketing to mobile technology, systems to infrastructure, ticketing to 
passenger information systems 


@ High-profile seminars with top-name speakers 
@ Stand space is selling quickly and is already ahead of last year 


For exhibition stand costs and details contact: 
Group Sales Manager, Peter Millis. 
Tel: 0870 241 8745 or 07789 023431, e-mail pts@expom.co.uk. 
The floor plan can be downloaded from 
www.aboutpts.com 


Passenger Transport The summer issue 
Solutions 2005 of our newsletter 


INTERNATIONAL Innovations is out now! 


OLYMPIA 2 LONDON Call 0870 241 8745 or e-mail 


14-15 SEPTEMBER pts@expom.co.uk for your copy © 
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Weaver’ 


Weavaway Travel of Newbury has made the headlines is 
with its new high capacity Volvo B9TLs, but there is 


way 


Weavaway Travel 
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much more to the firm, as Andy Izatt reports 


IMON Weaver is one of a 
new generation of young 
"astute entrepreneurs who 
are building successful businesses 
in the coach and bus sector. 

He is not interested in selling seats, 
only in chartering or contracting 
vehicles in three key sectors, school 
transport and the growing rail 
replacement and corporate markets. 
All his vehicles have specific 
applications and only stay in the fleet so 
long as they’re fulfilling them. If what 
he wants is not already available, he 
has it built and it is an approach that 
has placed Weavaway at the cutting 
edge of innovation with a fleet of new 
high-capacity double deckers that are 
winning customers. “We decided what 
we wanted to do and how we wanted 
to do it,” says Mr Weaver. “It’s all 
about demand and supply.” 


Mr Weaver had been Transport 
Manager of Bennett’s Coaches of 
Chieveley where he built up a sound 
knowledge of the business. 

Weavaway Travel was established 
at New Greenham Park with just two 
coaches, a five-year-old Charisma 
from Hamilton’s and a Bova from 
Garretts, in 1997. Within two years it 
had grown to a |2-vehicle operation 
specialising in tour operator work as 
well as local contracts. The first new 
coach, a Bova arrived after a year and 
established a pattern of investment. 
“We decided from the beginning that 
we were not going to use old buses 
on schools,” says Mr Weaver. “We 
were going to use the best vehicles. 
Buying new is essential to our 
business. Customers want it, drivers 


want it and it reflects on maintenance. 


Finance is a different matter, but it 


concentrates the mind. You know 
what it’s costing you.” 

Weavaway made a point of not 
approaching Bennett’s private hire 
customers, but that changed when the 
Chieveley operation was sold to Alfa 
Travel of Chorley. Bennett’s had a 
strong local private hire clientele, but 
this started to drift and Weavaway 
picked up work as a result. In 2001 Alfa 
decided it wanted to take its business 
back north and there was the 
opportunity to buy the Chieveley 
operation. 

“It was a difficult decision,” says Mr 
Weaver. “We felt that we had got as 
much as we wanted out of Newbury. 
However, Alfa could give us more 
school contracts, and another company 
coming into the area could make life 
difficult. In March 2001 we doubled 
from |2 to 24 vehicles and took on the 
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lease of the Chieveley premises.” 

Alfa’s involvement had changed the 
local perception of the Bennett’s 
name so it was not retained. The 
Weavaway brand took over and an 
early start was made on replacing 
Alfa’s Tigers and DAF Van Hools with 
more Bovas. Although engineering 
and administration was relocated to 
Chieveley, some vehicles continued to 
be based at New Greenham Park. 

In October 2004 Weavaway bought 
Hayward’s Coaches of Reading, a 
company with a respected name. Mr 
Weaver doesn’t underestimate its 
importance. “There was no point 
bringing in the Weavaway name,” he 
explains. “It would have been a new 
player. We wanted to develop 
Hayward’s.” However the Weavaway 
brands are now being underpinned by 
a recently launched identity, Thames 
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> Valley International. 


Following the closure of the 
Chieveley site earlier this year, the 
fleet is based at New Greenham Park 
where spacious office and staff 
facilities have been opened. Two 
vehicles are allocated to Reading, 
while engineering is based at a two- 
bay facility and office at Thatcham. 
Weavaway Travel has an O-licence 
for 30 vehicles 

Finding drivers in the Thames 
Valley area is not easy. Newbury has 
a tight employment market where 
Vodafone is the major employer. 
Weavaway has 19 full-time drivers, 
but ideally could do with two or 
three more. It was the first company 
locally to pay £9 an hour. It’s £13.50 
between 0000hrs and 0600hrs. All 
drivers work six days on, three days 
off. It’s a fair system that brings 
stability and enables staff to predict 
when they’re working and 
overcomes some of the resistance to 
weekend working. Drivers are 
allocated vehicles and, with cover, 
means that usually no more than two 
will operate a particular bus or coach. 
Notably around half of the drivers 
are in their thirties or younger. 

Just two engineers report to the 
Engineering Manager at Thatcham 
while the administrative team at New 
Greenham Park is equally lean. Cara 
Robaczynski is receptionist, while 
David Morrisroe and Pauline Dobbs 
handle private hire bookings. Mike 
Claridge deals with book-keeping and 
all three report directly to Mr 
Weaver. Nevertheless there is a 
strong emphasis on talking to 
customers. Mr Weaver questions the 


appropriateness of e-mail. “Our 
strength is in the personal touch,” he 
explains. 

Having a balanced business is 
critical, argues Mr Weaver. “No more 
than 25% with any one client,” he 
says. “At the start we did a lot of 
feeder work for Shearings, which 
came close to the 25% mark. 
Nowadays, turnover is much bigger, 
but it’s still an influencing factor.” 
Turnover is split equally between 
school work and private hire including 
charters. The workload is weighted 
two thirds in favour of school 
commitments. 


a a. 
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Weavaway is well placed to work 
for Hampshire, West Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Wokingham local 
authorities. They all tender at 
different times of the year, spreading 
the risk. The firm currently has |7 
vehicles committed to morning 
contracts, 14 in the afternoons which 
enables it to be more flexibility in 
taking on day hires after 0900hrs. 
The company profile was raised 
several years ago when it took 
delivery of two new East Lancs- 
bodied Scania N1 13 deckers, which 
had special Dick Dastardly and 
Muttley branding and appropriate 


came VALLEY 


The Weavaway team: (left to right) Mike Claridge, Simon Weaver, Cara Robaczynski and David Morrisroe 


WELCOME 


registration plates. “We always saw 
potential for double deckers,” 
explains Mr Weaver. “It was an 
opportunity to buy brand new as well 
as seat-belted. The buses could do 
62mph so could work private hire. 
They were very successful delivering 
a good rate per mile. We have never 
attempted to compete on price, 
always on quality. It’s difficult in the 
school bus sector so we are always 
looking at ways of doing it differently.’ 
It was this thinking that led 
Weavaway to explore the 
marketability of 70-seat coaches. It 
bought the first, a pair of Plaxton- 
bodied Tigers from BASE and they 
immediately offered benefits on 
routes where overhanging trees 
were causing damage to deckers. 
They proved to be ideal for school 
day and weekend hires. “The uptake 
was phenomenal,” says Mr Weaver. 
“We undertake a lot of work for a 
number of language schools, so the 
coaches are being kept busy all the 
year around. They keep supervision 
to a minimum for the schools. 
Double deckers for groups of 70 
children were not the right answer.” 
New investment quickly followed 
with a pair of Volvo B7R Prima 70- 
seaters. There are now four in the 
fleet and Mr Weaver feels this is the 
right number. He does not feel they 
are suitable transport for adults. 
“There is a limit to how many you 
can realistically operate,” he 
observes. “Three have commitments 
each school day. It means one is 
always available for an all-day hire.” 
The same original thinking led Mr 
Weaver to look at how he could 
consolidate two school routes by 
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using one higher capacity vehicle. The 
result was a fleet of nine former 
Hong Kong Dennis Condors and 
Super Metrobuses that seat over 

100. They could only do 40mph and 
had no seatbelts but were priced 
very competitively compared with 
two coaches, not least because of the 
savings in drivers’ wages and fuel. 
“We established that we were 
capable of operating these vehicles,” 
says Mr Weaver. “The potential was 
there to do school private hires as 
well as rail replacement.” The 
frustration was not being able to buy 
new Hong Kong-specification high- 
capacity vehicles which he regularly 
saw on the A34 being delivered to 
Southampton Docks. 

After talks with Volvo and East 
Lancs he persuaded the 
manufacturers to build Weavaway 
the world’s first production tri-axle 
B9TLs. The first six buses have just 
entered service and such has been 
the positive reception, another two 
have been ordered. There has even 
been an enquiry to book some of the 
buses from the organisers of the G8 
Summit in Edinburgh during July. 

The East Lancs Volvos, which cost 
around £200,000 each, can seat 102 
and even with two seat units 
removed to accommodate 
wheelchairs, can carry 98 — two 
coach loads of 49. “Customers think 
in terms of 102, 70, 53 or 49 seats,” 
explains Mr Weaver. “An 83-seat 
decker makes no sense to us. There 
is a 20% saving for customers over 


the price of two coaches. We are 
making money, our customers are 
saving and the capital investment was 
about the same as a new coach. 
We're proving that there is a market 
for them.” 

Each of the new deckers has a 
regular school run and they are 
protected by CCTV systems. With a 
frontline fleet of 22, all nine Hong 
Kong deckers have been retained 
within the current O-licence to 
provide summer fleet cover until 
September. They have been painted 
school bus yellow with tongue-in- 
cheek ‘Noah Vale’ names. 

Local service contracts have 
continued to be a small part of the 
operation since 1998 when the 
Sunday/Bank Holiday contract for the 
Ridgeway Explorer was secured. 
Winning market day services on 
different days enabled vehicles to be 
kept busy seven days a week as well 
as filling in on private hires and 
schools commitments. Today only 
one vehicle is required and a 
Disability Discrimination Act- 
compliant 33-seat Mercedes-Benz 
Vario has just been sourced from 
Blythswood Motors. “We have 
always gone for tendered, never 
commercial,” adds Mr Weaver. 
Weavaway uses the Newbury & 
District name which is historically a 
strong local brand. 

There is high praise for the Bovas 
that form the backbone of the 
private hire fleet. “The engineering is 
faultless and the luggage room is 


huge,” explains Mr Weaver. “They’re 
nice vehicles to drive. Passengers are 
always very pleased with them and 
fuel consumption figures are 
excellent. The company works hard 
to sell 49 seaters with toilets to 
customers, but there is strong 
demand for 53-seaters. The solution, 
exemplified by the two most recent 
Bovas, is a 12.7-metre coach with 53 
seats and a toilet. “It’s ideal,” said Mr 
Weaver who is reluctant to go for 
longer tri-axle configuration coaches 
that cost more to run and 
operationally, maybe less flexible. 

A new image for the fleet is to be 
launched this autumn. It will involve a 
fresh light metallic blue livery that will 
be applied to four new 12.9 metre 
Scania lrizar PB 53-seaters with 
toilets on order, that Mr Weaver 
believes, will bring the ‘wow’ factor 
needed to attract more corporate 
clients. 

“What we want to do, we want to 
do well,” he concludes, arguing that 
the business has reached critical 


Weavaway Travel 


mass. “Everything we do sells itself. 
Ninety percent of business is repeat. 
People come back time and time 
again.” The firm does advertise in 
Yellow Pages under Al Weavaway 
Travel. “We needed to be at the top 
of the list,” explains Mr Weaver. 

Turnover of what is still a 
partnership between Mr Weaver and 
his wife Lyn has grown from 
£320,000 in 1998 to £2 million in 
2004. It will be £2.5m this year. 
Continuing overheads have remained 
largely constant since the Alfa 
purchase, and the business is 
returning a profit of around 20%. 

“We have always gone for strong 
markets such as home to school and 
school hire. Rail replacement is a 
tremendous growth market. It’s the 
biggest opportunity that has hit the 
coach industry for years. We're being 
requested to do more and more. But 
to compete we must have the right 
types of vehicle — vehicles that fit the 
markets we want to serve and work 
for Weavaway Travel.” 


Weavaway Fact File 


Company name: Weavaway Travel 
Location: 


Fleetsize: 30 
Turnover: £2m 
Founded: 
Landmarks: 1999 
2001 


2004 


New Greenham Park, Newbury 


1997 with two coaches 

grown to |2 coaches 

doubled fleet size 

Acquired Haywards of Reading 
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Seeing is believing 


The first in a new series by a top-level industry executive writing under the 
pseudonym, Dave Shoesmith, who considers the image of the industry 


How our coaches look affects what people think of the industry and perceive our quality 


E CAN now see the 

first signs of the 

Wallace Arnold and 
Shearings merger in the joint 
branding of the coaches. 

A new livery is on the way and it 
will be a key part of the new 
branding strategy. Both existing 
schemes are highly visible on the 
road although | prefer the cleaner, 
less cluttered and very easy to 
recognise WA livery. A recent spin 
down the motorway provided 
examples of both (why are they 
always empty — especially the blue 
ones?) and the visibility and identity 
of the Wallace Arnold coaches was 
remarkable. 

That’s all very well you might say 
but what has it got to do with me? 
The answer is in fact everything 
because if these two industry giants 
see the benefit of attention to detail 
in the appearance of their coaches 
then so should we lesser mortals. 
After all we have few better ways to 
advertise ourselves than on the 
actual product we sell. Just like 
Heinz beans. No, because they have 
huge advertising budgets to help 
them sell through the media. My 
advertising is sadly limited to Yellow 
Pages, local newspapers and the 
talents of the odd travel agent. And 
of course the famous “word of 
mouth” which should never be 


underestimated. How important, no 
vital, it is therefore to ensure my 
coaches play a full part in my 
marketing effort. 

My time spent on the road, 
besides looking for speed cameras, 
gives me the chance to see what the 
industry is doing to present itself to 
its potential customers and hopefully 
to get a few good ideas to use 
myself. 

Sadly it seems we shall have to 
rely on more of the same for the 
next vehicle in the fleet. What is 
going on out there? We have lots of 
colourful coaches, many in very 
clever (but impossible to repair in 
less than three days) metallic 
schemes but who do they belong to 
and how does an impressed 
potential customer know who to 
contact? There are some notable 
exceptions to the “guess the name” 
trend but to see some of the new 
breed of superb long, three-axle 
coaches in stunning colours whose 
ownership is impossible to work out 
makes me think someone has lost 
the plot. 

Getting the contact details across 
is another matter. If | am not allowed 
to speak on a mobile phone while 
driving I’m surely not encouraged to 
follow closely behind a coach and 
search for a pen and paper to write 
the phone number or even worse 
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the website or e-mail addresses.Oh 
yes we all have them plastered 
across the rear of the coach to 
prove we are of the modern age and 
not really the luddite industry we 
often appear to be. One of the tour 
operators | used to work for insisted 
his telephone number was boldly 
displayed not for prospective 
customers but for hoteliers to be 
able to contact him with good offers! 

One of my competitors was very 
proud when his new (and expensive) 
livery was described as “deliberately 
tasteless.” Not my reaction | must 
admit, but he felt it appealed to the 
market he was seeking. Surely this is 
key to it. We all have a good idea of 
the people we want to attract and 
our coaches must at least try to 
appeal to them. Much as | am a 
great fan of black coaches, my 
elderly ladies find them a trifle 
funereal and much prefer pastels! 
How you paint your coach is up to 
you but before you invest in a 
wonderful new scheme make sure 
your name is legible at speed on a 
motorway as well as in a coach park. 
This advice does not apply to my 
local rivals, who happily for me, 
think plain white with tar-brush 
lettering is all that is needed for a 
good image! 

On the subject of image, what are 
your drivers (if you have any) 


wearing these days? Another of my 
observations is that smart coaches 
tend to have smart drivers. Not 
really surprising | suppose but 
consider this. Do your drivers have 
the same standards of dress for 
school contracts as a European tour? 
They should, because your next 
customer could be out there at 1530 
hrs and the sight of a driver in 
overalls will not impress. If you think 
this is teaching granny to suck eggs 
go out and see for yourself and then 
decide who you would give your 
business to. 

As an industry we issue similar 
types of uniform for our drivers — 
blazers or suits, shirts and ties, etc 
but who issues them with the bunch 
of keys that seem to dangle from 
every belt? That is unless they are 
hidden by an overhanging stomach! 
What impression does this give to 
prospective customers? It is no 
concern of mine if you are happy to 
let your drivers look like a fat 
scarecrow. 

We desperately need to attract 
new customers to this industry and 
how your drivers look affects me if 
they are going to put people off 
travelling by coach. There are a lot 
of people out there who have no 
idea what standards the modern 
coach has reached and we must not 
put them off even before they have 
set foot on our Executive Euroliner 
Spacecruisers... 

Having recently had the pleasure 
of short cruise with P&O (yes | did 
make a profit last year!) many of my 
fellow passengers had made use of 
organised coach connections to 
Southampton. Never one to miss 
out on a chance of market research 
whenever possible | got the 
conversation round to where they 
lived and how they got to 
Southampton. All those | spoke to 
had been very impressed with the 
quality of the coaches and drivers 
and most were surprised how 
comfortable a coach could.be. Take 
a bow Eavesway! 

Like it or not, image is a vital part 
of being successful. It matters! 

Please note | do not represent an 
expensive marketing company keen 
to take your hard earned cash. 


Don’t leave your Deliveries 

coach bus and | 

minibus sales to Exchange 
Classified 
Market Place 
People 


with routeONE To advertise in 
ive the next issue of 


-- =~ - .PRICE-LESS 
Ne 7 - We Ta (9) © 
Ring 0870 241 8745 for your ‘PRICE-LESS’ 
passport to FREE classified advertising 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


call Martin, 
Ricky or Dan on 


an be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 
€ committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 
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The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 7 June — 2.00pm 
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TRAVELLERS CHOICE 


radiators, AA 
airbus air- 
conditioning, 
Webasto pre- 


entertainment 
-| system 

@ incorporates 
DVD and 
monitor, radio 


CARNFORTH-BASED 
Travellers Choice has bought a 
Mercedes-Benz 1018L Esker 
Cimo from ESKER BUS & 
COACH (UK) 

Upgraded by the dealer with 
rear air suspension, fuel capacity of 
280 litres as well as ABS and ASR, 
the coach has 33 Esteban Ergos 
CLT reclining seats with lap belts 
and a three-point belt courier seat. 
Large panoramic bonded double- 
glazed side windows with extra 
dark tint feature as does convector 


market. Darren Shaw, Travellers 
Choice Managing Director 
observed: “The Touring model 
bought earlier has proved to be 


professionally and without fuss 


to make the purchase of the 
Cimo.” 


SOUTHAMPTON-BASED 

Airlynx has been supplied with 

a Mercedes-Benz 413Cdi 

conversion by QUALITI 

CONVERSIONS AND REPAIRS 
of Bishops 


conditioning unit that has been 


the UK. 

Airlynx Transport Manager 
Dominic Brown told route 
Waltham. 

It has 15 high-backed reclining 
seats, bonded tinted double-glazed 
windows, overhead luggage racks 
with individual reading lights, 
Webasto saloon heater and 
spacious rear luggage area. The 
mini coach also has a roof- 
mounted purpose-built Sutrak air 


new Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
delivered to his company within 
the last 12 months. “We are very 
pleased with our new addition 
which provides luxury as well as 
practicality,” he explained. “We 


one in the very near future.” 
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heater and wood 
effect trim to the : 
dashboard. The: 


"> cassettes and 10- : 
=) disc CD changer. : 
The Cimo is 
used for local and national private 
hire as well as the incoming tourist 


» PAGEANT TRAVEL 


highly successful and very popular. 
The minor support issues required 
have been dealt with by Esker very 


which has given us the confidence 


which is particularly 


: and we have received 

: some good feedback from 
: our customers,” said 

: Andre Chaplen Managing 


designed for minibuses and is said 
to be one of the first of its type in 


that the latest purchase is the third 


hope to place an order for another 


SOUTH LANCS TRAVEL 


OPTARE has supplied South Lancs Travel (SLT) 
of Atherton with a pair of Cummins ISBe-powered 9.5m-long 
Solos that feature 30 Estaban Civic V2 seats. 

SLT Managing Director Martin Bott says that the greater power that 
the Cummins provides and the proven reliability of the six-cylinder 
engine were key factors in the decision to purchase. “The 185 
horsepower that the Cummins 
delivers gives our Solos excellent 
acceleration along with good fuel 
economy,” said Mr Bott. “As a 
result it’s easier to keep to time 
on the schedules on which these 
buses run. The high power also 
results in smoother operation of 
the Alison automatic a 7 OPTARE 
transmission, contributing to a 
more comfortable ride for the 
passengers.” 


BEDFORDSHIRE-BASED Pageant Travel has been supplied with 
an Irisbus EuroRider Beulas Stergo ‘E by UK COACH & BUS 
. It’s the first new EuroRider that Pageant has bought 


and is being used on the firm’s own holiday and day trip programme 
: which offers customers a selection of tours covering both the UK and 


Europe. 
The interior specification includes 49 seats, centre toilet, air 


conditioning, drinks machine, DVD player and an additional drop down 


monitor. “The comfort and [—____ ] 
quality on board the 
EuroRider is exceptional 


important on long journeys 


Director of Pageant Travel. 


BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER-BASED Pulham & Sons (Coaches) 
: has purchased a Van Hool Alizee-bodied Volvo B12M from 
: MOSELEY (PCV) ; 


Configured with 49/53 reclining seats with leather inlay headrests and 


piping, it has a demountable sunken toilet and continental door as well 
: as Sutrak air conditioning, drinks facilities and fridge. There is a DVD 

: system with two colour monitors, colour reversing camera and aircraft 
: style doors to the racks. 


ISLE OF MAN TRANSPORT 
VDL Bus DB250 & ADL Trident East Lancs 


EAST LANCS 
COACHBUILDERS (01254 
504150) has handed over the 
50th low-floor double decker built 
by the Blackburn bodybuilder for 
Isle of Man Transport. 


SHUTTLE BUSES 


The bus, a Lowlander-bodied VDL : 
Bus DB250 is the first of an order i 
for five deckers comprising another 
two DB250s and a pair of Lolyne- 
bodied Tridents. Director of Public 
Transport, David Howard (centre) 
accepted the bus from East Lancs 
Managing Director Mike Kilroy (left) 
and John Horn, Sales Director 
(right). 

Isle of Man Transport took 
delivery of its first Lolyne double 
deckers in early 2001. Due to the 
island’s government relaxing axle 
weight regulations, this year’s 
deliveries are the first to feature 
‘urban type seating’ rather than the 
more traditional bus type units with 
stainless top rails that have been 
used in the past. 

The company says that individual 
seats give passengers more room. 


Optare Solo & Mercedes-Benz 31 | Cdi 


KILWINNING-BASED Shuttle 
Buses has further upgraded its 
fleet with a Solo supplied by 
OPTARE (0113 264 5182) anda 
Mercedes-Benz 31 1Cdi Sprinter 
bought from the local Mercedes 
agent, CALEDONIAN TRUCKS 
(01292 610888) of Ayr. 

The Solo is the fourth new 
example bought by the company 
over the past six months and has 


been acquired with EPO res ve 
HN Seats - 
CCAM atm 


assistance through a 
Strathclyde 
Passenger Transport | 
(SPT) capital grant. |}% 
It carries SPT livery 
and is normally 
allocated to a 
subsidised local bus 
service between 

Irvine and 

Stewarton. All the 
Solos carry SBL 
registrations to 

denote their 
ownership. 


The Mercedes-Benz 31 | Cdi joins 
a Sprinter delivered in September 
2004. It is primarily used on SPT 
school contracts in North Ayrshire. 

Shuttle Bus operates commercial 
and subsidised local routes, SPT 
Demand Responsive Transport 
services, school contracts and private 
hire throughout north, east and south 
Ayrshire. Fleet strength is 25 
coaches, midibuses and minibuses. 
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routeONE Trader Exchange 


Advertise 
in 
Exchange 
for only 
£45.50 
fora 
5cm x 1 
column box 
or book 
for 
3 weeks 
and get 
1 week 


FREE 


0870 241 8745 
or Fax: 
0870 241 8891 
E-mail: 
sales @route-one.net 


Desperate for a vehicle ? 
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For details of 16-33 seat 
Mercedes rentals and sale 
please see our main advert 

in Mercedes classifieds. 


www.next-bus.co.uk 


01249 462 462 


51 plate 
LDV Convoy 
New MoT, 
New COIF, 
£8,500 ono + VAT 
01514 202220 
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WHITELAWS 


COACHES 


2 x 2000 W reg Volvo 
B10MT Triaxle Van Hool 


Alizee T9 Executive 49/53, 


centre demountable toilet, 
electronic G8 gearbox, air 
conditioned, royal comfort 
class seats, seatbelts, TV & 
video, radio/cassette/PA sys- 

tem, fridge, alloy wheels, 

excellent condition, one 
owner from new, new MoT 


1 x 1998 S reg Iveco 
Eurorider 290 Marshall 
Maxibus Service Vehicle, 
51 seats, 24 standees, ZF 
automatic 4 speed gearbox, 
excellent condition, one 
owner from new, new MoT. 


Mercedes Solera, 
39 seats, air con, TV/Video, 
reclining seats, very low 
mileage, new test. 


CONTACT WILLIAM WHITELAW 
WHITELAW COACHES 
LOCHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STONEHOUSE ML9 3LR 


01 Bae 2ae708 
01698 792800 


1996 KII13 TRB 


Irizar Century 
49 seats, air con, drinks, 
fridge, video, toilet, 
long MoT, choice of 2 


£52,500 + VAT 
Tel: 07860 132045 


Ask for Steve at 
Supreme Bus & Coach Sales 


Hunters of Loanhead 
Offers for sale 


1999 Volvo B10M 
Mk4 Van Hool T9 
49 seater, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, hot water boiler, 
video, monitor, seat belts, owned 
and maintained by us from new 


£100,000 + VAT 
Choice of 2 
0131 440 0704 


EDINBURGH 
COACH LINES LTD 


We have the following 
used vehicles for sale 
1989 Setra S215HD (White) 49 reclining seats, 

toilet, fridge, radio & pa system. Wired for 
video. MOT‘dtill Dec 2006 £22,500. o.n.o 


1990 Setra S215HD all details the same as 
above. MOT'd till Dec 2006.  £ 25,000. o.n.o 


1997 Setra $ 250 ( 8 Speed Gearbox 4/4) ( P ) 
plate with 48 reclining seats, fridge, toilet, 
tvivideo, hot water dispenser. Air con. Taxed 
and MOT'd. These vehicles are in immaculate 
condition and have been maintained to a very 
high standard. 

Choice of 3 £ 77.500 each 


1997 Setra $ 250 Auto. ( R ) plate with the 
same specifications as the vehicles above. 
Again there is achoice of 3 £82,000 each 


1998 Volvo B10m Cataeno Enigma (White) 
51 reclining seats with air-con, radio pa system, 
wired for video and MOT'd till March 2006. 
£ 70,000. 0.n.0 

2000 Scania lrizar 49 seats. White with fridge 
tvivideo, pa system, toilet, air-con. MOT March 
2006 £115,000 o.n.0 
2000 Scania Irizar. 47 seat White with fridge, 
tvivideo, pa system, toilet air-con MOT‘d till 
March 2006 £ 115,000 o.n.0 

All these vehicles have 


removable vinyls. all prices 
are + VAT & sale only 


Contact Peter on 
0131 554 5413 


@ 


1995 Volvo B10M Jonckheere 
Deauville 
53 seats + courier, double 
glazing, curtains, drivers 
mike, radio, tape, PA, 
retarder, 6 speed manual, 
current MoT 


1989 Volvo B10M Jonckheere 
55 seats + courier, radio, 
tape, PA, drivers mike, lap 
belts, automatic, 
current MoT 


Further information and 
photos available on request 


www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
or speak to Isabel on 


020 8339 4826 


VOLVO COACHES 
1989 Volvo Plaxton 3500PP, 
49 r/seats, Centre WC, Monitor + Video, 
Hot water, c/door, Radio/cassette PA 
system, Has been re-trimmed + re-panelled 
+ re-engined all in last 5 years. Still does 
tour work, test till Nov 2005/taxed, Manual 
£18,5000+VAT 
1994 Volvo Jonckheere, 
49 r/seats, Centre WC, Monitor + Video, 
Hot water, Centre door, Radio + CD + Sat- 
NAV + PA system, re-trimmed + re-panelled 
+ re-engined all in last 5 years, Good 
touring coach, Test till Aug 2005, Taxed, 
Manual £48,500 + VAT 


Can E-mail photos, ring Paul on: 
07730486708 or 01833 660471 


1994 Scania R113 CRB Van Hool 
49 seat exec 


1996 Iveco Beulas 
49 seats, full spec, MoT June 05 


2 x 2000 Man 24,400 Catalan 370 Exec Noge 
49 seats, full spec, 12 months MoT 


2 x 2000 Volvo BR 7 Plaxton Prima 
53 seats, MoT Sept ‘05 


1981 Leyland Atlantean, 
86 seats, Double Decker 


1990 Mercedes 609 Minibus, 25 seats 


1984 Leyland Olympian Double Decker, 77 seats 


1988 Mercedes 709 Optare Starrider, 26 seats 


@ 


Contact Ann Soar 01283 742585 
For full specifications please visit our website 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


Two Volvo Mark III 
Plaxton Paramount 
3500 


53 reclining seats, radio, 
PA system, courier seat, 
single glazed side windows, 
good condition, 
one 1991, 
one 1990 
£20,000 each & VAT ono 


Call 01743 791208 


DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 


Tel/Fax: 01555 840848 - Mobile: 07764 200444 


1999 (T) Cheetah 29 seats, 
seatbelts, boot, forced air, reading 
lights, new MoT, white / blue vinyls 
£45,000 


1982/85 Leyland 
Olympian, 

74 seats, long 

MoTs, choice of 4 
£3,600 


1994/96 Dennis 
Javelin/UVG Bodies, 
choice of 3, 60 new cogent 
seats, 3 point belts, manual, 
rear boot + under floor lug- 
gage, new MoT's, 

1994 - £30,000 

1996 - £38,000 each 


1993 (L) Dennis Javelin/Wadum String 
ual gearbox, repanneled + painted in white, new Mi 


seats, 3 point belts, man 


35,000 each 


1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, u.v,g.Body, 57 new Cogent seats, 3 point belts, white exterior, 
wheeltrims, radio, cassette, manual, new MoT, £36,500 

1997 (P) Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 48 seats, rear toilet, manual gearbox, repaint- 
ed white, air con, video, new MoT, £61,000 

1996 Volvo B1OM Premiere 350, 53 seats, crew seat, rear continental door, 
double glazing £56,000 

1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 rec seats + crew seat, TVivideo, 
retarder £25,000 

Volvo B10M Alizee T9, 1999, MoT's, 49/53 seats, Royal Class seats, toilet (fixed), sut rail, 
fridge, boiler, radio cassette, P/A, wired for video, lap belts throughout, £92,000 

1996 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 53 retrimmed seats, (49 plus wic), new MoT, VGC, 
£57,000 

1990 Volvo B10 Van Hool Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, MoT July 05, brown 
interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £23,000 

1998 (R) Mercedes 614D, 24 coach seats, TV/Video, boot, luggage rack, rlights, manu- 
al g/box, 180,000km, £20,000 

Volvo B10M Caetano, Year 1993, 53 seats, MoT expiry: 08.02.2005, £40,000 

Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, 1988, MoT 01,03,2005, ZF, 65P, 57 recliners, white, good 
condition for year, £15,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1995, 53 seats, Mot expiry: 03/06, £48,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1997, 49/53 seats, MoT expiry: 03/06 
£65,000 

Volvo B10M Jonckheere, Year 1996, 49/53 seats, new MoT £60,000 

Volvo B10M Van Hool, Year 1994, 49/53 seats, MoT £50,000 

Volvo B10M Caetano Algarve, Year 1994, 49 seats, MoT expiry: 26.07.2005, £41,000 
1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, u.v,g.Body, 57 new Cogent seats, 3 point belts, white exterior, 
wheeltrims, radio, cassette, manual, new MoT, £36,500 

2004 Mercedes 614D Excel Conversion, 24 coach seats, 3 point belt, deep boot, 
power door, reading lights, luggage rack, manual gearbox, 20,000km, MoT 9/05, V.G.C, 
£43,500 

1999 (T) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 48 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new MoT 
repainted white, £79,000 

1999 (R) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 48 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new MoT, 
repainted white, £98,000 


ANNS EXECUTIVE 


BERKHOF AXIAL 
May 2001 Volvo B10M, 
51 seats, air con, toilet etc, 
MOT April 2006, all white, 
red and grey interior. 


£104,000 + VAT 


Part exchange welcome, finance available 


Tel: 01905 371462 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


meerte prader locity 


PATS COACHES 


2002 MAN MARCOPOLO 350, 49 reclining 
seats, centre toilet, 2x TV/DVD, curtains, fainsa 
gaudi plus seats, padded head rests, coffee 
machine, telma, cruise control, low mileage, 
excellent condition, first to see will buy, 
owned by us from new. £110,000 


1997 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 48 reclining seats, 
rear sunken toilet, TV, DVD, curtains, cruise 
control, telma, coffee machine, low mileage, 
immaculate condition, you will not find a bet- 
ter condition Van Hool of this age. £70,000 


1995 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 48 royal class 
reclining seats, rear floor mounted toilet, TV, 
video, blinds, full rear servery, excellent condi- 
tion. £51,000 


Part exchange considered for Volvo B10M Van 
Hool/Jonckheer 53 seater upto 1989 


Any 2 of the above to be sold 
Sale due arrival of 2 new coaches 


Pats Coaches Ltd 
01978 720171 


1995 LDV Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle, under floor wheelchair lift, 4 
seats + 3 wheelchairs or 16 seated 
passengers, Coif PSV MoT’d until 
April 2006, £2,750 ono + VAT 


1990 LDV 400 2.5 Diesel Minibus, 
seating capacity 17 seats, rear 
wheelchair lift, full tracking, Coif PSV 
MoT’d until August 2005, 

£750.00 + VAT 


1989 Mercedes 811D very reliable 
24 seater, Coif PSV, good mechani- 
cally needs some body work atten- 
tion and interior, MoT’d until Feburary 
2006, £3,250 ono + VAT 


1983 Leyland Daf Vanhool Body, 
49 seats plus courier, centre toilet, 
PA wired for TV & video, nice tidy 
coach, MoT’d until July 2005, taxed 
surplus to requirements, £7,750 
ono + VAT 


1997 Renault T35D Welfare 
Minibus, 8 seats/4seats + 3 wheel- 
chairs, side step tracking with wheel- 
chair ramp at rear, 3 point belts, low- 
ering suspension, very good driver, 
well maintained, 1 years MoT and 5 
months Tax, ideal for private hire, 
£2,750 + VAT 


1998 Renault Master LM35D 
Welfare bus, Conversion LWB, 8 
seats, side step, seat tracking and 
wheelchair ramp at rear & 3 point 
belts, well maintained and in very 
good condition, 1 year MoT and 6 
months Tax, ideal for private hire 
£5,950 + VAT 


L Reg Volkswagen 57D Transporter 
LWB Minibus, 12 seats + driver, rear 
heating, side door entry fitted with lap 
belts, very good driver £2,350 + VAT 


Tel. 01592 713443 


routeO!l 


Fax this form back to 
us on 0870 241 889! 
or telephone us on 
0870 241 8745. 


HEADING) 


No of weeks > 


= EXCHANGE Scms x | col £45.50 + VAT = £53.46 


LINEAGE 25 words £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 


(80 pence per extra word) 


*| BOXED ADVERTISEMENT 4cms x | col £38.00 + VAT = £44.65 
(each additional cm = £9.50) 


|__| PRICE-LESS Free 25w lineage for vehicles of £6,000 and under 


(maximum 5 per operator) 
SPECIAL OFFER 


* 3 Advertisements for the price of 2 on all operator bookings 5cms and 
above. (The total cost spread over 3 weeks.) 
10% pre-payment discount on all orders. 


Your Details: Name: 


Company Name: 


Telephone No: 


| enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to routeONE or 


please deduct £——— from my M oD no: 
ems 


Issue no: 
(maestro only) 


Expiry date: — 
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0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


Selling a Bedford for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


BEDFORD 500T (1984), 53 Retractable belted seats, 
Mot September, Auto Door, 6 Speed ZF, Used daily, Needs 
center stretch panels. £3,250 ono +VAT 07909 543023 
(Midlands) 


BEDFORD 500T (1984), 53 Retractable belted seats, 
Mot September, Manual Door, 5 Speed, Good overall condi- 
tion, New Mot on Sale, £2,650 ono +VAT 07909 543023 
(Midlands) 


BEDFORD 500T, Reconditioned engine on trolly. 
£750 Ono +VAT 07909 543023 (Midlands) 


NEW UNREGISTERED 
BMC Probus, 
unregistered, 

manual gearbox 
Special Price 
of 
£78,000 + VAT 
Contact Neil for full 


spec and pictures 


077 34 229 012 


WANTED 


Glass Required 
DAF MkIil Algarve Caetano 
Driver window rear slider 
Offside 1 
2 Pax Windows 
3 
and rear 
Rear Window 
N/Side rear window 
All Glass for Entry Door 


0800 0379 451 


Selling a DAF for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 
241 8745 for details. 


DAF MB200, View Master, Belted, 1982, Toilet, Coffee 
Machine, Owned by us 10 years, Garage Maintained, Tested 
until August. £5,000 +VAT 01702 540 456 


DAF MB 2350 1983, Mot July, Taxed, Good comfy 
coach. £2,000 +VAT 


DAF MB230 1982 Plaxton Paramount, Bodies, 50 str, 
Good runner, Test expired price from £2,500 +VAT 01790 


08 591503 


Classified Rin 


DAF BOVA FUTURA 1986, White, 49-53 seats, Tested 
June 06, Taxed July 05, Reseated last 12 months, Handy 
work horse. £5,999 +VAT 01772 632222 


DENNIS 3 X DART, Wrights Handybus - 29 seats, Good 
Mot’s, decent condition, still in service. £4,500 each ono 
+VAT 01446 733019 


DENNIS DART, CARLYLE, 29 seater, Good Mot. 
£2,000 ono +VAT 01446 733019 


1982 OLYMPIAN/GARDINER 73 seats, Mot expired. 
£1,500 +VAT Bristol 0117 955 7130 
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FL, 


NEW & USED VEHICLES 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


PALACE FINANCE 
& LEASING 


LOW DEPOSIT DEALS 


MANAGEMENT BUY OUTS FREE CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE SEASONAL PAYMENTS 


Q: DO YOU NEED TO RAISE CASH NOW? A: REFINANCE 
RAISE WORKING CAPITAL TIED UP IN YOUR EXISTING 
FLEET TO CLEAR EXISTING 
FINANCE, BANK OVERDRAFTS AND ANY OTHER 
OUTSTANDING DEBTS 


TO BENEFIT FROM OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE, 
CONTACT IAN FRAZER DIRECT 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Evenings and Weekends 07740 53 54 00 
IAN @palacefinance.co.uk 


MCW ALEXANDER 76 seated + 8 air suspension, good 
tyres welcome, one only now £3,500 +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


1988 VOVLO CITYBUS: 85 seats + 14 standees tested to 
03.05.2005 very good tyres, seats & body work - value for 
money p/x & finance £17,000 +VAT Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


METRO BUS with cir suspension & tyres for only £1,800 
also 85 & 1988 from £4,000 including tyres also choice of 
Scania & MCW Alexander body 80 seats, Dominators, 
Routemasters, Volvo and Leyland Lion 86 seats - all in stock 
ready now includes open tops - finance ok Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN open top: very very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 
very well maintained, 69 seat p.a. all extras great opportu- 
nity p/x- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Double Decks From open tops - Volvo - Leyland Lions - 
Olympains - Scania - Alexander - Metro buses - 
Dominators - Routemasters to coachs - Neoplan & Volvo 
deckers - all under one roof. p/x - terms welcome 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Van Hool Astromega 


75 belted recliners, twin 
carrier, 6 speed manual V8TT, 
hot & cold water, twin fridge 
& W/C, radio cassette + PA, 
video + 2 x monitors, MoT Oct 
05, good trim ready for work 


£11,500 ono no VAT 


02083 554 583 
07966 021 557 


EMO 22 Eee 


FORD TRANSIT 15 seater PSV Minibus, 1996 N, taxed, 
MoT Jan. ‘06, Deansgate Luxury Conversion, P/X with cash 
later Transit/Convoy 17-seater, Potters Bar Coach Hire 
£3,750 +VAT 01707 652706 


FORD TRANSIT Diesel 15 seater mini bus, 1998 S Reg, 
PSV coif, 50,000 miles. £4,950 +VAT 01642 751999 


C77 ee 


Iveco Minicoaches 
for sale due to new 
vehicles arriving 


1 x 1998 S reg (ex Kingsferry) 
28 seater luxury minicoach, air con, TV, 
drinks, fridge, new MoT, low mileage 
£28,000 ono 


1 x 1999 V reg on private plate 
22 seater luxury minicoach, air con, TV, 
huge boot, new MoT, low mileage 
£32,000 ono 


01446 722800/733019 


Cv eed 


LAG PANORAMIC PARAMOUNT 1988, 49 str Exec, 
DAF power, Good condition, Short test but will retest at cost 
£6,000 +VAT 07910 591503 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV CONVOY 1999, High Roof, 17 seater, Tox, Test & 
Coif. 2.5D Ford Engine. £3,500 +VAT 0775 623686 (E, 
Yorks) 


LDV 400, 1994 16 Belted seats, Front entry, Autobus con- 
version, One owner from new, Mot to August 2005. 
£2,600 +VAT 01823 672247 


LDV BEDWAS, K Reg 1993, 20 seater vehicle, Mot till 
June 2005, Tax, White, Good reliable vehicle. £3,000 ono 
+VAT (South) 023 8047 7773 


LDV CONVOY 2.5 TURBO DIESEL, 1997 VGC inside 
+ out, TV and video fitted, Luggage racks, Tow bar and 
electrics back step, Low mileage 146,000 miles. £6,000 
ono +VAT 0191 258 7223 


GON 


Updated and produced twice-a-year 


LDV CONVOY HI TOP, Factory built 17 seater, Mot end 
Aug 05. £2,000 No Vat 01656 862502 


LDV CONVOY 1999, High roof, 17 seater, Tax, Test & Coif, 
2.5D Ford engine. £3,500 +VAT 07775 623686 (E, Yorks) 


fueviau 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LEYLAND TIGER, Ploxton Paramount body, 1984, 57 
belted seats, Mot to April 2006. £4,250 +VAT 01823 
672247 


LEYLAND EAST LANCS (Bought 1994) 41 seats with re- 
tractable belts, Mot Jan 2006, Tax Oct, Any Trial, Can deliver. 
£3,500 +VAT 01294 552213 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3200 1983, 53 seats, White outside, Lap belts. £3,000 
(No Vat - Ireland) 00353 87 2583615 


LEYLAND TIGER 1982, 53 str, Manual gearbox, Very 
nice drive, Can be supplied with new test if required at cost 
£2,250 +VAT 07910 591503 


LEYLAND TIGER 1985, Semi auto Plaxton Paramount, 
51 str, Tidy vehicle, Tested until Oct £3,250 +VAT 07910 
591503 


LEYLAND TIGER 1988 TL11 Engine, Plaxton Derwent Bus 
Body, 54 seats + 21 standing, Could be up-seated to 65+, 
MOT Sept 2005. £3,500 ono +VAT 0115 9325332 


(Cc a erRaNineRETIRS 


MAN Van Hool Acron 


Ps: 
49-seater with centre demountable toilet. 
Top mounted coffee machine. Spare seats 
and floor panel to 53-seats. Wired for TV 
and radio. White with removable graphics. 
12 months MoT plus tax. Good condition 
throughout. Full service history. 
Choice of two. Available immediately. 
£21,950 + VAT 
01293 540024 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES - BENZ VITO TRAVELINER: 9 seater 
great finish and performance available now in choice of 
engine, long or extra long wheelbase, quick release seats, 
luggage space, factory built, 6 speed gearbox, 3 years war- 
ranty, 4 doors and tailgate or 6 with rear doors, cdi engine, 
giving up to 60 mpg can take up to 3 wheelchairs, immedi- 
ate delivery, metallic paint in stock p/x welcome £from 
£16,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ SPRINTERS: 16 seaters with 
coach back end, boot, panoramic windows, forced air venti- 
lation, or air conditioned, available now, also extended boot, 
p/x welcomed - remember our 24 & 33 Mercedes coach 
spec. immediate delivery all with power doors plus immedi- 
ate delivery 413 Sprinter wheelchair - 2 weeks also vito with 
3 wheelchairs. Immediate Del. p/x welcome Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Choice of new Mercedes service buses 33 + 7 standees auto 
& Telma also 1 only with spring suspension, diptac poles, 
plus new 33 seat luxury Mercedes coach all extras or 29 & 
super boot or 25 & jumbo boot, Cheetah plus used ones. p/x 
- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 1990 Reg, 33 seats, White, pp, 
+ Tyres, No Offers. £6,000 +VAT (South) 023 8047 7773 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


wuww.staffordbouscentre.com 
01782 791774 


Mercedes - Benz Service: from 1990 to 2001 choice of bodies, 
seating capacity, manual or auto all in stock from £2000 + 
vat - the largest choice - anywhere in uk new and used. also 
new mercedes service buses with air suspension or spring 
suspension - 33 + standees or pen choice of ZF or Allison 
auto immediate Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 412D SPRINTER, 1996 16 
Belted Seats on tracking, Under floor wheelchair lift, Front 
entry, Mot to August 2005. Cooks Coaches £8,750 +VAT 
01823 672247 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D - 29 bus seats, Nov 1993, L 
reg, Mot Oct 05 will supply new Mot, painted in white with 
mauve skirts, manual gearbox, retrimmed seats and new floor- 


ing, repanelled in aluminim and repainted 2004. Power door, 
destination gear, ref L233 £5,950 +VAT 01249 462 462 


Mercedes 709 - 8 


( & ) Stafford Bus Centre ( & ) 


Britains largest supplier of used Mercedes Buses, 


Always in excess of 30 available from 
From 21 seats, auto and manual 
709, 811, 814, all body manufacturers 


cc) 2 
14 bus/coach rentals 
16 - 33 seats / Coach & Bus spec / Diptac / Seatbelt options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK - call for a no obligation quotation 
Immediate availability, nationwide delivery can be arranged, all major credit cards welcome 


Mercedes 709D — 1994, Plaxton body 


25 retrimmed coach seats seatbelts. Repainted in diamond white, long MOT, 
£8950 + VAT. P/ex considered. Finance available subject to status. 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


email: martin@staffordbuscentre.com 
07803 222552 Mobile 


MERCEDES - BENZ 410D, 1994, 16 Belted Seats, 
Offside emergency door, Front entry, Mot to February 2006. 
£3,000 +VAT 01823 672247 


MERCEDES - BENZ 600 1992 PCV, Disabled accessi- 
ble, 20 seats or 5 wheelchairs + 2 seats, 3 point belts, 
Electronic door, Aliminum coachbody, Mot, VGC. £3,000 
ono +VAT 01254 771893 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D - 29 seat, 1990, Manual, 
Carlyle body 29 semihighback seats, lap belts, MoT 
15/02/06, ref GIZ £3,950 +VAT 01249 462 462 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609D - 23 highback seats, Oct 
1993, L reg, van conversion, new Mot, resprayed in white, 
Manual gearbox, luggage racks, large boot, radio, pa, TV, 
certified 3 point belts, power door, ref 548 £5,950 +VAT 
01249 462 462 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDI 
Y REG 01, 16 PASS OR 4 + 4 WCH, FACILITY FOR 
REAR LOADING RAMBPIALIFT, 43,000 WARRANTED 
MILES, 12 MONTHS TEST, CERTIFICATE OF INITIAL 

FITNESS, SIDE LOADING STEP, WALNUT DASH, 

PANAROMIC WINDOWS WITH GREEN PRIVICY TINT, 
RICHARD & SHAW URBAN SEATS N, UNWIN INNER 

TRACKING FLOORING SYSTEM, DVD\CD PLAYER, TV, 

FACILITY FOR A PA SYSTEM 


COST £20,000 INC V.A.T 


RAMP NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE 


Tel 01484 460736 
\07885347015 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D - 33 bus seats, 1993, K reg, 
Mot Feb 2006, Wright aluminium body, manual gearbox, 
power door, clean and tidy, ready to work. £5,250 +VAT 


01249 462 462 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D - 16 coach seats, 1993, K 
reg (on private plate), Alexander narrow body, 16 coach 
seats and certified 3 point belts, power door, manual 
gearbox, Mot Feb 2006, ref5636 £5,950 +VAT 01249 
462 462 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811 Carlyle Body, 1990 29 Seater, 
H/Back Seats, Lap belts, Fully refurbished 2 years ago, 
Service doors, Mot Aug 05 £5,400 +VAT 01656 862502 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609 1995 20 seater or 7 seats and 
4 wheelchairs, Slam door, External underfloor taillift, Mot 
Nov 05. £5,400 +VAT 01656 862502 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609 1988 23 Seater, High back 
seats with lap belts, Slam door, New Mot April 06. £2,200 
+VAT 01656 862502 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D, 1993 27 bus seatsm Mot 
until April 2006, Tidy throughout, Excellent runner. 
£3,500 +VAT 07841 917846 (Birmingham) 
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-to-the-minute industry information 


routeONE Vehicle Sales 


Heatons Motor Co | 


Genuine policies from a genuine company 
and honest people 


_ | Nationwide Vehicle Rentals 
~$ 


9 SEATER 16 SEATER 


16 SEATER coach built 


SHORT and LONG CONTRACT HIRE/SPOT HIRE 
Mini Buse and Accessible vehicles 


Many vehicles for sale. New & Used Purchase Plan. 
For details ring David Broad 
01474 813939 or 07967 326116 


www.londonhireltd.com 


EN eee 


Concept Coachcraft 
and Concept Coach Sales _ 


PAS © 16 high back M2 seats on tracking ¢ Soft time 
3 point inertia belts with certificate * Bonded glass 
tinted windows ¢ Parcel racks Quad vent © Rear 
heater © Front entrance lowered step ¢ 8 speaker R/C # 


4 interior lights with dim facility ¢ Side impact bars 
fitted ¢ COIF ¢ Now with 4 years warranty 


53 Plate Convoy Max, front entry, door step, high spec including 
TV, video, luggage area etc LPOA 

02 Plate Convoy, Ford Turbo, front entry, luxury spec, heater, drop 
step etc. Full test. Low miles £12,495 

T Plate Convoy Turbo, [luxury front entry minicoach £7,995 


Mercedes 311, 3132, 
411 & 413 


gan. 


Tel: 01942 864222 


We guarantee quality vehicles, right prices, no pressure sales. 


Wide range of spec's. Offside emergency door, bonded 
windows, boot rear, Sprint shift, wheelchair accessible, 
Your choice. Best prices. 

Finance to suit your requirements. Wheelchair accessible 


vehicles with M2 tested floors 


Tel: 0161 4069904 or 0161 4069322 
Mike 07778 633561 
or Ray 07801 972537 
www.conceptcoachcraft.com 


Come and have a coffee while you browse at your leisure. 
Junction 23, M6 or 20 miles from Manchester/Liverpool airport. 
www.heatonsmotorco.co.uk 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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routeONE Trader vehicie sales 


Style and quality with unrivalled support... 


a. Alan White 


Eas eee 


Vario 24-28 ‘02 Nouvelle - 29 Exec 
t ual = 


Riada 616 - 23 Sprinter - 16 Riada 815 - 29 '53' LDV - 16 
For new and quality pre-owned 16 to 41 seats Steve White 
website: www.ministomidis.com Tel: 01909 552244 e-mail: sales@ministomidis.com 


Esker Bus and Coach (UK) Ltd., Unit 3, Haigh Moor Drive, Brooklands Park, Dinnington, Sheffield S25 2JY. 


NEOPLAN CITY LINER, 1985, 53 str, Mot Sept 05, PEUGEOT 350 Diesel Wheelchair Accessible, Mot Feb 06, 
Seatbelts, TV + Video, Toilet & Servery. £4,000 ono No Vat High roof, Long wheelbase, Full soft trim, Tracking for two 
01494 510 212 wheelchairs, White exterior, No body damage, One previous 
owner, Non-slip lino floor, Wheelchair ramp, 184,000 miles 


The OPTARE Dealer 
NEW VEHICLES 


Optare Solera Optare Nouvelle SR 
39/35 seats + courier, A/C, D/G, plug door, 29/33 seats, forced air or A/C, reading lights, 
large boot + side lockers D/G, curtains, PA, large boot 


Selling a Neoplan for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICELESS offer - call 0870 241 8745 for details. "en¢e only £1,295 VAT 


ZN WESTERN 
~ > COMMERCIAL 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 
814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 


Optare Sorroco Optare Bonito 
16 seats + coach built, Mercedes 413CDi, 16 seats coach built, Ford Transit, reclining 
reclining seats, air con, plug door, large boot seats, forced air, plug door, large boot 


Sprinter Leyland DAF 
413CDi, 16 high back seats, forced air, 16 high back seats, forced air, 


reading lights, curtains, coach back end reading lights, curtains ° 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 
4 weeks delivery 


USED VEHICLES 


== a 


814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
spec. 4 weeks delivery 

614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 

4 weeks delivery 

311 MERCEDES, 17 seats, factory built coach spec, Stock 


USED USED USED USED USED USED 
2001 (Y) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seats, Power door 
1999 (T) FORD TRANSIT, 17 seats 
1999 (T) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seat, deep boot. Choice 


NON PSV 


2004 (04) MERCEDES 311 SPRINTER, 17 seats (ex demo) 


; 

J ) 

2000 X Reg Optare Sorroco, 
usual spec with leather interior, low mileage 

2001 (51 reg) Mercedes 413 Sprinter, 16 seater 

2001 Optare Sorroco, manual, usual spec, power door, air con, | owner from new 

1999 T Reg Mercedes 814D Vario Optare Nouvelle, 29 seater 

1998 S Reg Mercedes 814D Vario, 26 seat Van conversion 

1996 N Reg Mercedes 814L, 33 seater with courier 

1996 P Reg Leyland DAF 

1994 L Reg Mercedes 814D, 29 seater with side mounted wheelchair lift 
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Contact: Steve Peach 


Tel: 01302 770863 
Mobile: 07836 551020 Fax: 01302 771666 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


Media planners and advertisers ca n be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance ABT 4 
they need before committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


ADDING VALUE TO YOUR BUSINESS 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm routeONE 2 june 2005 39 


W and X Reg Mercedes e 


Vario 24 Seater 
These vehicles feature front entry with power door, 24 
high back coach seats, 3 point belts, luggage racks with 
forced air & reading lights, coach rear with dropwell boot, 
Euroliners, walnut dash, body skirts finished in white 


Se + aie Finance from. rite 


DM02G3bbb1" 


TCYOTA 


Selling an Optare for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


Optare Nouvelle 2 SR 


27 seater Mercedes 814 Vario manual, Reg date 01/10/2002, M.O.T April 2006, 
Telma retarder, Sutrak air conditioning. Hot drink's machine. Blaupunkt radio / pa 
with single CD player. Courier seat with three point seat belt and pa socket Gaudi 
passenger seats fitted with three point seat belts. Foot rests and head rests. Full 

draw curtains, carpet to centre aisle. Drivers interior locker. Driver's fan. 
Saloon luggage racks. Large boot and side locker. Chrome wheel covers. 
Please contact Dave Witte on 
01443 215137 


email: dwitte@bebbtravel.co.uk 


MERCEDES SETRA V8 TWIN 
TURBO 1997 


Owner driver plus Clarkes of 
London from new. 


1999 Scania Irizar 
Low mileage. 
57 seats, auto, 


tested March ‘06, 
good condition 
£54,500+VAT 


Executive with air con. 
All white. 
Immaculate condition. 


£71,000 + VAT 


Tel: Morecombe 01524 832 001 


Telephone 
Don or Keith 
01452 712386 


Toyota Optimo III 


16-seater minicoach, 
L Reg (93), 
TV/video, CD + DVD, 
hot drinks machine, 
fridge and PA system. 
Recently had reconditioned engine 
fitted. V.G.C. A real minicoach. 

1 years MoT, 6 months tax. 
Reluctant sale due to new vehicle. 
£9,500 + VAT 
Contact Dave on 07966 575271 


Selling a Scania for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


Selling a Setra for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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TOYOTA OPTIMO 2, 1991 Reg, 18 + crew seat, New 
gear box and turbo, pp, Blue/Purple. £3,200 ono +VAT 
(South) 023 8047 7773 


Selling a Volvo for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


VOLVO VAN HOOL 1982, BIO, Internal wheelchair lift, 
Unwin tracking, Mot October 2005, Driver shortage forces 
sale. £5,999 +VAT 01603 721500 


VOLVO BIOM VAN HOOL, 1984 56 seats + courier, 
Toilet, TV and video, 1 year Mot, New inside, Any trial, 
Excellent driver. £9,000 ono +VAT 01294 552213 


SUPER LOW FLOOR BARGAINS: from Mini Darts - 
29 seats to 10.1 35 seats to 10.7 metre 44 seats all tested 
and with roll on ramps - 1997 to 2001 up to 37 seats & all 
+ wheelchair in stock now lowest floor lowest price 97 
Plaxton 35 seats only £35,000 also new Mini Darts @ 
£80,000 & 10.1 @ £86,000 immediate delivery + 11.5 
metre Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 


3 x 1998 ‘S’ Mercedes Varios 
27-seat Plaxton Beaver bodywork, 
manual gearbox, tested October 
2005 £18,000 
1 x 1997 ‘R’ SLF Dennis Dart, 
37-seat UVG bodywork, tested 
August 2005, £22,500 
1 x 1995 ‘M’ Neoplan Transliner, 
53-seat, tested June 2006, £38,000 
1 x 1988 ‘PP’ Leyland Tiger, 54-seat 
Plaxton Derwent bodywork, MoT, 
expired £2,000 


All prices plus tyres and VAT 


Tel: 0161 653 1900 
Bluebird Bus & Coach, Manchester 


New 57’s and 70’s 
from 


£149,000 + VAT 
call for details 


“92 (K) Volvo BIOM 
Jonckheere: 53 seat Exec. 


£37,500 + VAT 


Head Office: 
Northern: 
Southern: 


B.A.S.E. 


.. the operators dealer 


‘00 (W) Dennis Javelin 
Plaxton Paramount 70 seats 


£89,500 + VAT 
70’s always available 


*89 (F) Volvo BIOM 
Plaxton: 53 seat. 


£17,999 + VAT 
choice of 2, new MOT’s 


For further details or a full stock list please contact 
lan Hall 
Matt Jacob 0771 504 2373 
Steve Swain 01342 718890 
or check the web-site www.basecoachsales.co.uk 


Coaches for Sale 
1998 Volvo B10M Excalibur, 
48 recliners, air con, toilets, 
fridge, hot water boiler, video, 
radio/PA, Telma, alloy wheels 
MoT Nov 05 
£68,000 + VAT 
1995 Volvo B10M Premier, 
49 recliners, air con, toilet, 
hot water boiler, video, 
radio/PA, MoT April 2006, 
£38,000 + VAT 
1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool, 
49 recliners, centre toilet, hot 
water boiler, video, Radio/PA, 
MoT Aug. ’05 
£38,000 + VAT 
1998 Mercedes 308D 
Sprinter, 14 seats, 3 point 
belts, PCV Spec, MoT Oct 05 
£5,500 + VAT 

Contact Roger or Richard 
01242-257714 
or 07887 791757 
Marchants of Cheltenham Spa 


ett alee 


COACH CLEARANCE: 1983 DAF MB 200 with 49 seats 
plus toilet, large engine, tested £2000 + vat, also 1986 DAF 
LAG with 51 highback seats, large engine also 1985 Setra 
49/53 demountable toilet, Telma, fridge, forced air, reading 
lights, reduced now to £4500 with tyres. low mileage or 87 
setra 49 toilet. + 87 setra 35 seats, toilet, tv etc. p/x - terms 
welcome 1990 B10 Ploxton 53 + 96 B10 Plaxton exec. 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves 


Ltd 


“96 (P) DAF SB3000 
(ZF Auto) Ikarus - 70 seats 
£69,500 + VAT 
choice of 4 96(P)/’97(P)’s 


“00 (W) Iveco Indcar 
24 seats + A/C, large boot. 
£39,500 + VAT 


choice of 3 vehicles 


01254 685599 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED WEHICLES 
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** 


Massive Choice * 


front entry, 17 luxury seats with belts, interior 
lighting, rear heater, quad vent, parcel shelves, 
C.O..F PSV, side skirts, CD player with sur- 
round sound, power steering 


with side loading door, 17 hardback luxury 
seats with belts, parcel shelves, quad vent, full 
sound system with quadraphonic sound with 


2002 (02) Plate, LDV Turbo diesel, luxury minicoach, with , front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B 
luxury soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, quad vent, large tinted windows, , Parcel shelves, interior 
lighting with dim facility, full sound system with 8 speaker Hifi stereo sound, front and rear heaters, full COIF + PSV 


interior lighting + rear heater, C.0.1.F PSV 


2005 (05) 


XLWB with off side emergency exit, front entry, lowered step, 17 luxury high back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, large panoramic tinted windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights with dim facility, 
large quad vent, rear heater, full 8 speaker sound system, latest spec, 

large boot, new COIF, 4 years warrranty 


0% DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 


Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 H/B soft trim seats with 
3 point inertia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large tinted windoows, parcel shelves, 
interior reading lights with dim facility, full speaker sound system, walnut trim dash 


#F driver, with 3 point inertia belts. 


#4 lighting @ full sound system roof 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH WALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


TEL: 01282 615138/867772 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


J 


till April 2006... 
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03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, 


or lights and full sound system 


Minibus, LWB, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Duratorque, Turbo 
Diesel engine and gearbox, H/B seats, 3 point inertia belts, interi- 


17 Seat Factory || 2004 (04 PLATE) 


sound system 


Minibus, LW8, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Tura Torque engine and 
gearbox, 3 point inertia belts, latest spec interior, interior lighting and full 


LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura Torque Ford engine + gear box, interior lighting, 
full sound system, PA, Ready to go 


17 Seat Factory 


LWB, high roof, Side loading 
door, 17 forward facing high back seats with 
3 point Intertia belts, 2.5 Ford diesel engine 
& gearbox. Full sound system, interior light- 
ing, genuine miles from new power  steer- 
ing 


17 seat factory 

minibus, 
, LWB, low roof with 
SLD, interior lighting, full sound 
system, PAS, excellent value @... 


2001 LDV LUXURY CONVOY MINICOACH, 
Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B luxury seats with 
3 point belts, quad vent, rear heater, large tinted 
windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, stereo system with 8 speakers, 
full COIF + PSV test 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS, 

LWB Hi roof. SLD, 17 forward facing high 
back seats with 3 point Inertia belts. 2.5 
Ford engine + gearbox. Full sound sys- 
tem, interior lighting. Low miles. Power 
steering 


Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 

FACTORY MINIBUS 

LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 forward facing 

H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, interior 

lighting, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 
Excellent value @ £7,495 


2001 RENAULT MASTER 35 TURBO 
DIESEL 

15 H/B seats with 3 point belts, rear 
heater, full sound system, quad vent, inte- 
tior lighting, PAS, COIF & PSV .. 


2000 LDV CONVOY UVG 


15 H/B moquette seats, underfloor elec- 
tric tail-lift, PAS, Ford 2.5 turbo diesel 
engine, power door, large panoramic 

windows, air suspension. This vehicle is 


in excellent order 
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1987(pp) Daf Jonckheere 51 
Seats with Seatbelts, Courier Seat, 
Radio/Cassette, Curtains, Rear 
Toilet cubicle, All white, no Stickers, 
MOT June 2006,6 Months 


1998 (R) Mercedes 614 Vario, 
LWB Accessible Minibus, Automatic 
Transmission (12 months warranty), 
Air suspension, 16 high back coach 
seats, 3 point retractor belts, 
118,000 kilometres warranted 
mileage, power operated door with 
automatic step, certificate of initial 
fitness, 12 months PSV MoT, Also 
certified for 3 seated passengers and 
8 wheelchair bound passengers, 
ricon underfloor cassette type lift, 
excellent condition inside & out 

ane £15,950 


2000(V) Volkswagen LT46 16 
seat PSV Minibus,front entry, fitted 
with underfloor lift, new COIF and PSV 
tested until April 2006 for 12 months, 
Fitted with 16 Cogent seats with inte- 
gral belts, headrests and arm rests, 1 
owner from new, excellent condition 


£12,500 


inside ANd OUt........secsersvseeee 


1997 (P) Mercedes 28 seats 
coach/bus with high back seats fitted 
with 3 point seat belts, air operated 
dual entrance doors, full soft trim inte- 
tior, rear 20 seats on quick release 
clamps. COIF and PSV MOT June 2006, 
fitted with Radio/PA System, fully auto- 
matic Ricon internal lift with new Loler 
certificate. Suitable for many purposes, 
low mileage, previous council owned 
and maintained, Pentagon coachbuilt 
0 eee 2 be | 


1997 Mercedes 611D, turbo 
manual, 15 seat, PSV accessible 
minibus, Frank Guy bodywork with 
power operated door, coach seats with 
3 point belts, underfloor pls lift and 
tracking for 3 wheelchairs, PSV tested 
to December, very clean inside & out, 
170,000 miles........ so 8,250 


rn 


7, 


1998 (S) Beulas 49 seats + couri- 
er, Air conditioned, Toilet, Drinks 
Machine, Monitor/ Video system, 
Seat Belts, Reclining Seats, Double 
Glazed, Conti-nental Door, Power 
Operated Lockers, Power Operated 
continental Door, choice of 3, Two 
are in metallic ..........-..-... £59,950 


www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


Tel: 0870 0620616 


Need Audio Video pipet 


we are also PSV P 


roducts 


“Special trade prices to clear on 
these vehicles, be the first to grab one!! 


1997 Mercedes-Benz 0814 -Autobus 25seats £17,500 
1995 Toyota - Caetano Optimo 18 seats £7,750 
1992 Setra S215HD 49 seats £17,750 
1990 Volvo B10M - Plaxton Paramount 57 seats £16,500 
1988 Scania K92 - VanHool Alizee 55 seats £8,500 
1988 DAF SB2305 Caetano 53 seats £8,500 
1986 Volvo B10M -Plaxton Paramount 49seats £8,500 
1983 Volvo B10M - VanHool 48 seats £5,500 


Call Simon on 01909 552432 
or local area Sales Manager for further details 


Coach Sates Contre Crassmuetn Aowton Gartett SPS 46% 
Tel ROD PAE Fe OD PHM conte eaertneteret 6 
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PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for 


STOKER tUCK 
BUS CEN TRE 


ne pcademy R; nge 


BMC 850 


This special 

edition of the already 

popular and well 

equipped BMC Midi-coach is fur- 

ther enhanced with carefully chosen extras 

that benefit the operator, driver and passenger alike 


Renault Master 350 

New master design coach rear. Under floor 
luggage. M2 tested subframe. Full soft trim. 
8-16 high-back M2 seats. 


We have a selection of contract vehicles available DAFs, 
Leylands, Volvo's etc £2,500 upwards 


1993 Volvo B6 Caetano Algarve II 
By SORTER | UCIT MIEN Feat POM Moods ceccans dvcnacescindedcanacacuatttccd deine 
1989 DAF SB230S Caetano Algarve 

49 recliners, centre sunken toilet... 
1988 Volvo B10M Duple 320 
57 seater, MoT 05/05... ... £8,750... 
1988 Leyland Tiger Duple 320 
Automatic, tested, drives well and what value for money........ 
1988 LAG Panoramic 

49 seater & toilet, MoT 06/05... TPOea eS 
1987 Leyland Tiger 260 Dupie 340 Automatic 

53 seats, tested until Oct......... 
1987 DAF MB230 Plaxton Paramount II 

53 seats, new MoT, very Clean and tidy..............cccsecceeeseersenstseanenaneneenee 
1987 Leyland Lynx Bus 

MoT Nov. 05, fresh paint, do you want a bargain, best offer over........ 
1987 DAF MB230 Plaxton Paramount 3200 Auto 

Body refurbished, new stretch panels re-painted, 53 recently 
retrimmed seats, MoT 07/05.. 

1985 Leyland Tiger Alexander TC 
57 seater, semi auto, MoT Aug 05 
1983 Daf MB230 Paramount 3500 
49/53 seats, MOT Expired........ccccsccceeeeeseeeeeeeee ... £2,500 
1984 Choice of 2 Meahiakl Tiger Plaxton 
Paramount 3500 

50 recliners, retrimmed seats...from £2,750 


with new test...........+ 


£13,500 


-. £3,000 


B. » 
Tra of 
Exchange conside’@* 


Telephone: 01782 598310 


details 


routeONE Vehicle Sales 


SOUTHDOWN PSV 
Tel: 01342 715 222 


ISSUID 


New ADL Enviro 300 | 1.8 metre SLF 44 New Irisbus Agora Line Integral 12 New MAN 18.220 Ikarus Citibus |2 
seats. £109,500 + vat - choice metre SLF, 44 seats. £99,750 + vat - choice metre SLF 42 seats. £99,750 + vat - choice 


1990 Scania NI13 East Lancs, 80 seats 1980 MCW Metrobus, 7! seats, 
Body 78 seats, Cummins / ZF £19,500 + vat - choice Gardner/Voith, £3,000 + vat 


£24,500 + vat 


gee YP 


1996 Dennis Dart Plaxton Pointer 1999 Dennis Dart Caetano Compass’ 1997 Dennis Javelin Plaxton Premier 
9.8 metre 39 seats, £18,750 + vat - choice 10.7 SLF, 30 seats £37,000 + vat - choice 350 49 seats, Air-con, Rear toilet. 12 months 


MOT. £47,250 (includes repaint) + vat 


r 


By | 


1989/90 Leyland Lynx (Cummins / ‘1996 MAN 11.220 Marshall 10.1 metre 1984 Leyland Olympian ECW 
ZF ) 51 seats, £3,750 + vat - choice 38 seats, £9,995 + vat - choice Lowheight 77 seats, £7,500 + vat 


2001 Optare Solo SLF 33 seats £52,500 + vat 
1999 Volvo BIOBLE |2 metre SLF Wrights Renown 44 seats £52,500 + vat - choice. 
1999 Daf SB220 11.8 metre SLF Ikarus 41 seats £47,250 + vat 
1998 Dennis Dart 10.8 metre SLF Marshall Capital 43 seats, £39,500 + vat - choice. 
1997 Optare Excel Integral | 1.4 metre SLF, 39 seats, £36,500 + vat - choice. 
1993 Dennis Javelin Caetano Algarve I, 53 seats, £22,000 + vat. 


If required vehicles can be Retrimmed & Resprayed prior to delivery. Please call for details. 
Bus & Coach MoT Prep, 
Test & General Repairs Available. 
Finance available - subject to status. Part exchange welcome. 
We are 10 minutes from Gatwick. 
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Wealden PSV|_ p, 
- _ 1992 DENNIS DART 9.8 MARSHALL C37, oT if O LT LT D 


‘ 40 seats, MoT 5/06... £8,950 


BUS & COACH SPECIALISTS 
* 1991 MERCEDES 709D WRIGHT, 25 belted seats, 
Various styles of 


power doors, small boot, strong alluminium body, 1 owner, — seating capacity 60/70 seats coach spec and _| 
new MoT 3/06 ; Me SLF options 
; all with 

wheelchair 

accessibility, 

all with auto 

gearboxes as 

standard. 


1989 VOLVO D10M NORTHERN COUNTIES 
80 high back seats (can be belted), 5 speed ZF auto box, new 
| MoT's, choice of 2 £21,950 
29 seats 


1989 LEYLAND LYNX CUMMINS L10, Cummins euro 3 engine, voith auto gearbox, 
ZF Auto, 49 seats, current MoT's, choice Fully loaded, manual 6 speed ZF SLF, wheelchair accessible, all DDA regs 
gearbox, cummins euro 3 engine, compliable. 

35 seats plus courier, D/G tinted glass, 

PA system, TV, DVD, wheel trims, ferry 

1992 DENNIS JAVELIN CAETANO ALGARVE, lift & many more extras. 2 years 


51 seats, courier, toilet, MoT 8/05 £10,950 manufacturer warranty (Also 5 speed 
ZF Automatic option available) 


1996 DAF SB3000 IKARUS 350, 2F auto, 53 seats, 
MoT 6/06. 


; 40/46 seats Cummins euro 3 engines, voith 
Details of these and many others at 7 auto gearboxes, kneeling suspension DDA 


www.wealdenpsv.co.uk reas compliabl. 


Tel: 01892 833830 Fax: 01892 836977 
Mobile: 07885 838989 Tonbridge Kent se 
Specialist Suppliers of PSV Vehicles Glazing, Mechanical and Body Parts We guarantee to beat any written valuation on 


the above vehicles, part exchange welcome, 


VehicleSource Ltd, Court Road Ind Est, Llantarnam, Cwmbran, NP44 3AS finance at competitive prices, discount for cash 
NEW FORD TRANSIT NEW LDV CONVOY sales with no part exchange. 
15 & 17 seat - EW, E/Mirr, AC,COIFIPSV 4yr or 150,000 miles Warranty, COIF/PSV 
17 Seat 115ps/137ps, white, AC, Tacho 17 Seat 75ps, Hi Roof 
15 Seat 115ps/137ps, white, AC, from 17 Seat 90ps, Hi Roof 
USED FORD MINIBUSES 
54 Ford Transit 17 seat 115 ps 2.4td,5000 milesi, high back seats, in white, £18,750 maaaaiasaass : 
53 Ford Transit 15 seat 90ps,Automatic Air con ,in Silver,500 miles only £19,995 25/27/29 seater Mercedes 709 
53 Ford Transit 17 seat 90ps, 2.4td, 21,000 miles ,high back seats, white COIFIPSV £16,350 automatic L/M/N/P from £4,250 all from large fleet operator, 
03 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4td 27,000 miles, high back seats, white COIFIPSV £16,750 various tests just out of service. 
52 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4td, 50,000 miles, high back seats, white, COIFIPSV = £14,995 
52 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4td, 58,000 miles, high back seats, white, COIFIPSV £14,995 Som 26:-36cene ee 
pedi AR back seats, PAS,69,000 mile, COIIPSY £8,985 coach builders, Carlyle/Wrights/Paxton/East Lancs, H-M reg 
— ane ; 1994 from £4,500, tested. 
04 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof, 6500 miles only SLD,PAS, white COIFIPSV =: £12,495 
03 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof, 40,000 miles, SLD,PAS, white COIFIPSV = £11,495 
52 LDV Convoy 17 seat 24td high-roof 25,000 miles, SLD, PAS white -«<COIFIPSV «£10,498 SRR RNR mC Manin eh aye Seater tas tee 
02 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td 90ps,high- roof ,29.900 miles,SLD,PAS, white  COIF/PSV £9,794 : ota ; 
02 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td 75ps,high- roof ,36.900 miles,SLD,PAS,white  COIF/PSV £8,995 F ; 
R98 LDV Convoy 13 seat 2.5D, high back seats,SLD ,PAS in white ex MOD £3,995 S 1983/84 low bridge D/D service 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS buses, choice of 10 all with tests £POA 
51 LDV Convoy 2.5d,Hi-roof 17 seat or 14 plus 2 wheelchairs , 55,000 miles, SLD,PAS, £12,995 
X01 LDV Convoy LPG, Hi-roof 11 seat tracking x 2 wheelchairs,in board Ricon clear way £9,995 : . ed 
lit,67,000 miles FSH,electric side step, in Blue Finance arranged on used vehicles all competitive 
OW Renault Master swb 2.5 diesel,5 seats, tracking x2 wheelchairs, 35,000 in Blue £11,495 rates - subject to status 
99 Ford Iveco 16 seat, Front entry, tracking x 6 wheelchairs, under floor tail lift, COIF/PSV £8,495 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


0 P97 Ford Iveco 16 seat, Front entry, tracking x 6 wheelchairs, under floor tail lift, COIF/PSV £6,995 
P97 Renault Traffic 12 seat , tracking x 2 wheelchairs, in board tail lift, 63,000 miles £4,995 

+) All vehicles subject to VAT @ 17.50%. 

by Low Rate Finance available - example quotes and more details on our website. 

Ge Certain new vehicles come pre-registered, details upon request. 

“= All used vehicles come with 12 Months MOT/PSV & RAC Warranty - 


We deliver nationwide. Terms and Conditions apply 


Full current stock list and photographs on Tel: 01204 650999 Fax: 01204 665300 
www. vehiclesource.co.uk Telephone: Graham Thatcher on Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk 


Sales Hot Line 01633 860066 & Mobile 07739 588180 Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD 


BA. ne 2005 routeONE PRICE-LESS = ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE Vehicle Sales 


Anything you want... OPTARE 


At Optare CoachSales, we have the perfect 
solution for all your coaching needs - A 
complete range of new, purpose built 
coaches from 16 seat minis to full size 
luxury tourers. 


Why not give us a call, we also have a small 
stock of quality pre-owned vehicles and a 
wide range of finance packages available. 
We would be also happy to consider your 
part-exchange requirements. 


Solera 


SJUSWIDSIZADAPL ANOA adve/d 03 SHZ8 IPT OZ8O SUIY PIIJZISSEID 


Soroco Plus Soroco NT Bonito 


We've got it! CALL 01709 535100 


Optare CoachSales, Denby Way, Hellaby, Rotherham, S66 8HR_ Telephone 01709535 100 e-mail coachsales@optare.com Website www.optare.com 


A division of Optare Group Ltd. Registered Office: Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU. 


nd Atlantear 


YARD SALI 


998 10.7 4 7 ‘ . aaa oid b , C " 4 _ 
1998 10.7 3 A " n ' ah Seat 1 ( ‘ P ‘ = n Open Top 
1997 10.1 Plaxton 3 
See 


ito, Front 
£ 8000.00 


Power 
£12000.00 
Larg 


8000.00 


1000 814D 24 Seat Luxury we 
D 24 Seat Boot, Luxury 
611D/612D/711D 24 


Wheelchair Specifi 


b, VW Shari Speed, 
sonora 8 Seat ’ q Siege . Nemvert w Finance Available on All Vehicles 
Please cail for Competitive Rates 
Hire or Lease Purchase Available 
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J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS LTD. 


EOS 90’s 

I x 2000 5 x 2001 
All automatic & 
air con, some with 
w/c 


ss ; a A 
} Plaxton Premier 


3500 
| 2x 1999 4 x 2000 
_ Auto & air con in 
' 2000 models 


Single deck bus 
1999 Volvo BIO 
BLE 44 seat low 
floor, Alexander ALX 
300 body in excellent 
condition, owned by 
us from new with full 
service history. 
Choice of 2 vehicles. 


Head office - Main Street, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny 
Tel: +353 56 8831106 Fax: +353 56 8831172 
Web: www.jjkavanagh.ie Email: info@jjkavanagh.ie 


Alec Hea 


Ayat Bravo, reg March 2002, 73 
recliners, WC, air conditioning, 4 
x TV monitors, MoT May 2006, 

» fridge, webasto 
£175,000 ono 


4 Ayat Atlas 2001, reg 05/11, 53 
recliners, wc, a/c, 2 x monitors, 
MoT Nov 2005, 2 fridges, 
Webasto 

£78,000 ono 


7 x Scania Double Deckers, some 
with seat belts. All in good 
condition, various MoTs 

3) £18,500 each, or discount on 


Lentiged all seven 


Tel: 01832 272546 Mobile: 07885 913881 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Vehicle Sales 


erameunt 


Paramount Sales & Financial 


2005 Mercedes Soroco 


seat luxe 


ALSO FOR SALE 


VOLVO 

1998 B7R5 

1996 B10M 

1990 B10M 3200 5 
1988 B10M Ikarus 


Midi's 


5 Ys 
MWM models. Both the 33 and the 29 are siavailable for immediate delivery and have an 
Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 
extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


1996 Volvo V10M Van Hool 
Alizee 49 seat executive 


1993 Volvo 
Excellence 5 


DAF 

1994 Bova Futura 48 s 
1989 Van Hool A\ 
1986 Van Hool Alize 


DENNIS 
1992 Plaxton Premier 53 s 


est 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame Late June 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Mercedes 814 Plaxton BeaveDP, 29 seats w/chair lift Late June 


2002 Mercedes Nouvelle 2, 33 seats, coach specification 
2001 Optare Solo 8.5 mtr stainless steel frame, 30 seats 


Contact | Malcolm J Watkins 


Scie just 
Fax: 01452 859222 Mobile: 0780 3133061 


Tel: 01452 859111 


1996 Dennis Berkhof Highline, 53 reclining seats 


, Staverto 
"Junction 


a peohem GLSE 
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Vehicle Sales 


routeONE 


LONDON UNITED 
BUSWAYS LTD 


A D Coach Sales 
Tel: 01884 860767 


New Toyota’s available from stock 


VOLVO OLYMPIANS 1995 Volvo B10M Premiere 
Oct 1997 1995-98 Volvo B10M Van Hools - Ring for details 
: 1994 Toyota Optimo - 21 seat 
Duel door 72 Seated 15 Standing 4992 B10M Premiere - auto 
Height 14ft 5” 1992 Mercedes 709 - 28 seater, 3 point belts, 
: new high back seats 
Volvo TD102 9600cc Engine 2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
ZF Auto Gearbox 2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 
seats, auto 
7 Available Now 2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 


Small selection of contract vehicles available 


£59,950 OVNO..: vat & TYRES 


Many more vehicles arriving - if you 
don’t see it - give us a call! 
Wanted - your surplus vehicles for cash 


AD Coach Sales, Newbridge Coach Depot, Witheridge EX16 8PY 
Tel: 01884 860767 Fax: 01884 860711 Email: ggoodwin@adcoachsales.co.uk 


MOSELEY 


CONTACT JOSEPH SAGE ON: 020 8400 6680 ET rr 


53 reclining seats, automatic transmission, air conditioning, Interior - blue, 
Exterior - white. 


LDV 400 HIGHTOP, 1995, 8-seats (could be 16), front 

entry, lowered step, 3-point inertia belts, 2 owners, taxed & S.J MINICOACHES 

tested £1,200 + VAT 01752 767255 

LDV CONVOY, P reg, 16 high-back seats, 3-point inertia LDV Convoy 02 Minibus 

belts, front entry, lowered step, 85,000 miles, 1 owner, } F/entry, low step, high roof, 17 seater or 

saloon heater £4,500 + VAT 01752 767255 2 wheelchairs with 8 seats, Ford 2.4 
Turbo Dura engine, parcel shelves, 3 

LDV 400 TURBO, 1993, 16 seats, Trucksmith coach- | Hoint seat belts, 34,000 miles, taxed & 

built body, 3-point belts, fullt accessible, PLS cassette, lift, | tested 03/06, C.O.I.F, 28 Mpg. 

COIF for 6 w/chairs, MoT & Taxed £2,500 + VAT 01752 


2003 DENNIS PLAXTON PRIMA 


53 reclining seats, double glazed windows, Interior - blue, Exterior - duo blue. 


767255 £11,250 + VAT 
Selling a vehicle for under £6,000? Then take advantage of Tel: (Cumbria) 01931 716662 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call (after 6pm) 


0870 241 8745 for details, 


REID'S COACHES, RHYNIE 


2 x 49 seat executive 97/98 Iveco Beaulas 
Stergo E Euroriders, 


Vehicle Year MOT Price TV, stereo, coffee making, toilets etc., good condition, just tested possible H/P 
Volvo Caetano B10M 49/53 Str 1996 11/05 £42,000 £60,000 ono + VAT 
Volvo Caetano B10M 53 Str 1986 05/06 £5,000 

Daf Caetano 51 Str + WC 1986 05/06 £5,000 Tel. 01369 703500 
Mercedes Vario 24 Str 1998 03/06 £16,000 (Birmingham) 
Mercedes 611 24 Str 995 04/06 £9,500 

Ford Transit 100 8 Str 998 11/05 £4,800 

Ford Transit 120 8 Str 994 03/06 £2,300 

Ford Transit 100 8 Str 2003 02/06 £8,600 

Ford Transit 150 8 Str 2000 03/06 £6,500 

Ford Transit 150 15 Str 1994 04/06 £2,600 

LDV Convoy H Roof 8 Str 2000 02/06 £4,500 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 2000 05/06 £6,750 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 1996 05/06 £2,800 

LDV Pilot 8 Str 1994 09/05 £650 

LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 2000 04/06 £6,750 

Renault Master 16 Str 2001 03/06 ~—-£13,000 mint UTE 


Citroen Van 2002 09/05 £3,100 


Tel. 01464 861212 or 07831 173681 


ae a 1 O 
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Market Place 


routeONE 


CN 1M &H COACHWORKS Ltd 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS | litre foam to BS 5432 cw 
guage and bracket £28.50 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS new red, EEC type, 2 litre 
foam to BS EN3 complete with guage and bracket 
£31.50 

SCHOOL SIGNS £22.00 per set 

FIRST AID KITS PSV SPEC within vinyl case 
£16.50 

NO SMOKING stickers, double sided £0.87 each 
EMERGENCY EXIT stickers, white on black £0.77 
each 

FIRST AID AND STICKERS white on green 

£0.77 each 

WINDOW HAMMERS small £2.50 

ANTI THEFT WINDOW HAMMER (wired) £12.50 
‘T KEYS’ £1.75 each 

12/24V DRIVER FANS £16.50 

LONG REAR MUDFLAP 98in x 12in £29.50 
TWIN WHEEL MUDFLAP 22in x 12in £6.50 


= All above plus P&P + VAT 
for full list please visit 

s www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 
NEW ON-LINE SHOPPING WEBSITE FOR 
COACH PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
LEEDS 0113 244 1671 


é over YOUR UGLy Nurs 


VISA 


Also: 


TRANSICOLOD 
eT 


HisPAGLD 


Servicing / Repairs / Parts 


Systems 


Tel: 01706 361966 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


www.airconco.ltd.uk 


Market Place 


THE ACCOUNTS TEAM | 


Client Focused Financial Solutions 


For the 


iiaricen ion! 


PROFESSIONAL 
Accountancy and Audit 
service designed 
around the needs of 
the bus and coach 
operator, 


contact us today on 


01495 
325270 


Ffocws Arnoch chi Atebion Ariannol 
Y_TiM_CYFRIFON 


Professional Accountancy Services for the 
Passenger Transport Industry Professional 


Take a look at the many ways in which we can reduce 
the administrative headache of being an owner / 
manger and help you to grow your business: 


/Y Certifying your Bus Service Operator’s Grant Claim. 
Managing your Payroll to take the headache out of 
paying your staff. 

Producing monthly or quarterly Management 
Accounts to keep you informed and in control. 
Preparing your tax and VAT returns. 

Developing your Fleet Costing System. 

Providing Financial input to your expansion plans. 
Advising on the financial implications of Tenders. 
Offering specialist expertise when you need it. 


CHECKPOINTS/DUSTITES 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose 
wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 


Also suppliers 
of: 


MAGAZINE NETS 
ASH TRAYS Etc. 


extremely low mileage. 


“family” for a short term. 


Spare Parts for 


- WANTED - 


Home for over 800 loyal passengers, averaging 4 holidays a year, (Established 
1987) who are used to personal service, excellent hotel’s, taxi door to door 
prior to travelling on a Bova Futura (new to us 5 years ago) in immaculate 
condition, used only on our own British tours and private hire — hence 


Owner would be proud to introduce and oversee buyers initiation into their 


Box No 33, SUITE 4, CENTURY HOUSE, TOWERMEAD BUSINESS PARK, 
FLETTON, PETERBOROUGH PE2 9DY 


FOUTS 
ONE 


first with news 

dedicated circulation 
legal news by Mike Jewell 
industry interviews 
in-depth features 
company profiles 

latest test drives 


all trims and 
covers, and No.1 
for Wooden 
Dashboard Kits. 


Business for Sale 


Well established Bus/Coach 
operation 


S/W Midlands, close to M5 


30 vehicles - good mix of 
commercial & contracted routes 


Turnover £1.5million 


Telephone: 
01274 862700 


Operating premises to be leased 
from vendor 


For further details write to: 
Box No. 36, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, 
Century House, Towermead Business Park, 
Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Fax: 
01274 851989 


supported by the CPT 
best for buying & selling 
ABC approved 

FREE every week 

YOUR views, YOUR voice 


0870 241 8745 


DO YOU RUN BUS SERVICES? 


If so do you claim your BUS SERVICE Operators Grant 
formerly Fuel Duty Rebate 


IF NOT, WHY NOT?! 


PCV Driver Training and CPC Courses now available Tel: Adrian Gettins 
01633 441491, Fax 01633 440591, Mobile 07885 874860 
email: a.dgettins @ btinternet.com 


routeONE 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Ege DD 


MIKES 


TO FIT ALL TYPES OF 


AND 


routeONE 


JACK PLUG 


5 PIN 4 PIN 
SPANISH BLAUPUNKT 


PSVPRODUCTS 


5 PIN 4 PIN 
UK VAN HOOL 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


fences 


Used diesel engines and spare parts. 
We also offer a full reconditioning service for: Volvo, 
Cummins, Gardner, DAF, Scania. 

Tel: 01204 468213 

Myco Engineering Services Ltd 


MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


AA 


LAWMAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES LTD 


Engine rebuilds carried out to the highest 
standard on all types of MAN diesel engines, 
coach & truck, We are also able to carry out 

liner seat cutting whilst engines remain 
in the vehecle. 


OE Quality engine parts also available at 
competative prices for all your MAN needs 
Contact John or Alison 
Tel: 01530 231235 
Fax: 01530 231236 
Mobiles 24Hr: 07850779565 / 07718738785 


(Leicestershire) 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


WORKS: 
TEL: MOORFIELDS 
01782 791524 IND. EST. 
01782 791527 COATES HEATH, 
FAX: STOKE-ON-TRENT 
01782 791316 $T21 6QY 


The Diesel Engine 
Remanufacturer 
DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 
- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 
diesel engines with a full warranty call 


Driveline 
Engineering Ltd 


Market 


Place 


Bus Electrical, 
Harrow 


Wide Product Range in the UK! 


DVD Players @ Video Players e LCD Monitors @ Standard 
Monitors @ PA Systems @ Radio & Cassette Players @ CD 
Players @ Microphones @ Drink Machines @ and much more! 


Bus Electrical 25 Parkfield Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6NR 
Tel: 020 8420 1943 Fax: 020 8357 0487 Email: Sales@avibus.com 


[GARAGE covIPnENT 


Commercial Vehicle lift & Commercial 
Brake Testers for Sale. Contact Roger on 
01384 410008 or 07932 069627 


+ 


'L& Controlled 


oS N ra Circulation 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


route ONE 2 june 2005 


POWER ny 


STEERING 


We offer es A PRICES on 
Remanufactured exchange 


Steering Boxes, Pumps & Rams 
12 months guarantee 


FAST FREE DELIVERY 


(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


Call: 0870 760 9147 


| www.powersteeringdirect.com 


J —Je 


Fax us on 


0870 241 8891 
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routeONE 


The portable, reliable, 
economical solution for all 


your fleet oe needs! 
The ph sh Clea 


rdous water hoses 

ou abe ‘than a pressure 
"washer and other cleaning methods 
Economical on space, compacts to 2.2m’ 


Call now to book your free no obligation 
demonstration on 0845 120 4896 


info@nationwide-cleaning.com 
www.nationwide-cleaning.com 


Nationwide 


Express Coach Repairs Ltd 


ESTABLISHED 22 YEARS 


@ Specialist Repairs and Resprays 
@ Stretch Panels 

@ Fibreglass Panels 

@ Toilets/Servery unit fitting 

@ Conversions 


Tel: 01751 475215 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


@ Custom work 

@ Full signwriting service 

@ Wheelchair lifts 

@ Re-trims available in house 


| REVERSING CAMERA SYSTEMS 
Reduce accidents whilst reversing! 


DRIVERS SEATS 
Comfy 


DIY Kits from £145 + VAT 


Air seats from 
£299 + VAT 
(Seat shown £599 + VAT) 
FREE DELIVERY 
(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


Comfy Seating & Vision sia 
Call: 0870 760 9413 or Buy Online eB. 


werw.comfyseating.comivision = Call: 0870 760 9413 or Buy Online 
| =e : w.comfyseating.com 


50 2 June 2005 routeONE 


Market Place 


Market Place 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 


BIELITE 


Mlle ra SEATBELT FITTERS 4 
Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 


P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


Seatbelts fitted . Double Decker Buses 
to VI standard 


The UK's No 1 seatbelt fitters. 
On site service. 
Minibus and service buses 
modified in our workshops 
and returned with VI approval. 


Handrail Padding Supplied 
0161 480 0617 


Fax us on 


0870 241 8891 


ining & Technical Support 
learance of Old/Redundant Ticketing 
Equipment 
Tel: 01202 246710 Fax: 01202 687537 
enquiries@etmss.com 
www.ETMSS.com 


routeONE Market Place 


Newre TD 


Are you paying too much? 
Are you getting the service you deserve? 


° : Uniroyal 
Analysis from 24p iste 
per chart Premium New 
Also available New 
Driving Licence Regal 
Verification Company Continental 
Do you reqularly check your drivers entitlement to Michelin 
drive your vehicles to protect your ‘O’ licence? Goodyear 
How about checking for recent endorsements that Goodyear 
might invalidate your insurance? Regal 
Our Verification Service allows for periodic checks Michelin 
to ensure you remain within the law. New 


Tel: 0800 028 69 63 
Fax: 0800 028 69 64 All prices are subject to VAT and availability 


Email: tacbureau@aol.com 
www.tachographanalysisbureau.co.uk 
Specialist Coach & Bus Centre 19 Charles Street, Wrexham LLI3 8BT 


SDUld JONACL 


More Stock Available 


= @iBil 
. fw TA ‘ 


ON 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


@ first with news 

© dedicated circulation 
© legal news by Mike Jewell 
@ industry interviews 

© in-depth features 

© company profiles 

@ latest test drives 

© supported by the CPT 

© best for buying & selling 
@ ABC approved 

© FREE every week 

© YOUR views, YOUR voice 


talking 
about ‘The NOW AVAILABLE!! 


__|Whisperer’ ROAD TRANSPORT (WORKING 
TIME) REGULATIONS 2005 


Daily Record Sheets for Mobile Workers 
Yearly Record Book for Mobile Workers F a 
£4.00 + VAT, —s ») 


—— 


%: Sa 
CALL ORDERLINE: 01329 280280 | | 
Email: info@wardint.co.uk sions count and personal 
ALSO ESSENTIAL PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE service guaranteed. 
SUPPLIES INCLUDING DRIVERS DAILY DEFECT 
BOOKS, MAINTENANCE WALL PLANNERS, SAFETY 
INSPECTION PADS, TACHOGRAPHS ETC Tel: ©1298 74737 


QUALITY PRODUCTS, FAST DELIVERY Fax: OS70 755 9842 


ARE YOU IN BLACKPOOL FOR A 
WEEKEND? 


WHY NOT HAVE YOUR COACH 
RETRIMMED WHILST YOU’RE 
HERE! 

CALL BOB FOR SAMPLES, 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 
TEL: 01253 766762 
FAX: 01253 798443 


Website: www.blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
Email: sales@blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
FAMILY BUSINESS - ESTABLISHED 30 YRS 


EXPERTS IN OPERATORS LICENSING, PUBLIC 
INQUIRIES AND ALL TRANSPORT RELATED MATTERS 

Ward International Consulting 
Funtley Court, Fareham, Hants P016 7UY 


MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 

) / il ma Brand new 
Te" at EL mobile lifts for sale, 
Fe i =a Ba 8 tonne per column 


. . . . BEST PRICE IN UK 
Up-to-the-minute industry information 07947 837 358 


M 
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Market Place 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


Peg -— 


Tel; 01622 718044 | Fax: 01622 718045 


VEHICLE SPARES 


WE HAVE IN STOCK MERCEDES-BENZ SPARES FOR THESE MODELS 
609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, VARIO 814D 
OTHER MODELS IN STOCK 


We also stock a large range of high quality used Mercedes Benz 
bus & coach parts. 

We are fully licensed by the Environment Agency. 

Make sure you help the Environment by choosing to buy your spare parts 

from a licensed Environmental dealer. 

We want your redundant Mercedes Benz bus or coach...any age any condition. 


We accept major credit cards so that you can have that much-need part 
within 24 hours. All our parts are guaranteed and on the shelf, ready to go. 


™= @D¢ 
ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 Fax: 01322 2900049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 


ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BEN 
/ MERCEDES — PSV 

SPAR ES i EAS STS (UK) 
609/709/811D our FSV raul 


| Next day delivery nationwide 
Tel nextBus Ltd 


01249 462 462 | 


(24 hours) 


www.mercedesmagic.co.uk 
seen 
"VISA 


Na ZNI9-SAGIDNAW @ SLUVd HDVOD 8 SN 


= BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ BU 


N 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


? 
Speciality; Leyland * Bristol * Gardner * Volvo * 
MCW Metrobus 


rol Ite Controlled 
= Circulation 


everyone’s 
talking 

about ‘The 
‘<_|Whisperer’ 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


Market Piace 
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MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ 


ASHLEY 


BANKS 


AIR BAGS 


AIR SYSTEM DEVICES 


BRAKE CHAMBERS 


BRAKE PINS 


DISPOSABLE LATEX 
INSPECTION GLOVES 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
FOOT VALVES 
KING PINS 
PARABOLIC SPRINGS 


RELAY VALVES 


SCHOOL BUS SIGNS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
SLACK ADJUSTERS 


SUSPENSION VALVES 


Tel: 01778 560651 
Fax: 01778 560721 


How much 
can you gain 
from an 
enquiry? 


pp a> < al 


\ “> 
Mga 


— 
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\ ra See | 

EN ag 


Have you got a 
PRODUCT or 
SERVICE that you 
would like to 
promote 
to the coach and 
bus industry? 


If so - 


route 
can help! 


From as little as 
£20 + VAT, you can 
have your product 
or service seen by 
over 5,900 coach 
and bus operators 
in the UK and 
Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage 
of this service or to 
request a quote, 
call us on 
0870 241 8745 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


Dave Garratt appointed 
EGEA Treasurer 


Dave Garratt: also GEA Chief Executive 


DAVE Garratt was 
appointed Treasurer of 
the European Garage 
Equipment Association, 
(EGEA), at their recent 
General Assembly 
meeting held in Bologna 
on the 20 May. 

This appointment is an 
important step for the 
industry as it ensures a close 
and ongoing association with 
the European market. Dave 
who is also Chief Executive 
of the Garage Equipment 
Association in the UK said: 
“The EGEA, which is based 
in Brussels, plays an 
important role in lobbying 
and advising the European 
Commission. This 
appointment shows that the 
EGEA value an input from 
the UK and proves that the 
GEA is fully committed to 
supporting its members in 
Europe.” 


NEVER TALK 10 
STRANGERS. 


It’s as true for advertisers as it is for children. 
Strangers are a danger to your advertising 
budget. You don’t know who they are or what 


they want. So how can you possibly target 
them with an effective, meaningful message? 
With an ABC Profile you'll know how many 
people a publication reaches. Where they 


work, what they and their companies do —- and 


more. Visit www.abc.org.uk 


Adding value to your business 


Brayshaw appointed 
Eneco Chairman 


ENECO - the manufacturer of 
future energy systems including 
low emission hybrid engines for 
the bus industry — has appointed 
Nick Brayshaw, 49, as Chairman. 

Sussex-based Eneco provides 
technology to link the various 
elements of a hybrid engine and 
currently has hybrid Solos in service 
with First. 

Mr Brayshaw is also Chairman of 
the CBI's National Manufacturing 
Council, and independent member 
of the Business Group Board at the 
Department of Trade and Industry 
and Chairman of Barclays Bank’s 
Manufacturing Investment Council. 

He also chairs Stadium Group plc, 
which provides electronic 
manufacturing and until 2004 was 
Group Chief Executive of 
automotive engineering group 
Wagon plc. 

Eneco Managing Director Gerard 
Sauer told route : “Nick has 
considerable experience of dealing 
with the investment community, of 
bringing vehicle-related technologies 
to market and of the international 
automotive industry. 

We are already benefiting greatly 


Nick Brayshaw to lead Eneco 


from his advice and counsel. It 
speaks volumes for the potential of 
our technology that we have been 
able to attract a Chairman of this 
calibre.” 


New HR Manager at First 


STEVE Hicks has joined First 
Hampshire & Dorset as HR 
Training Manager. 

Reporting to Operations Director 
Mike Smith, his role is to ensure 
First Hampshire & Dorset achieves 
its objectives through the effective 
recruitment, development and 
motivation of all its 1,200 staff. 

He is responsible for the First 
Hampshire & Dorset Driver Training 
School, and for the company’s team 
of NVQ Assessors. 

Steve has a sound background 
within the HR and training, having 
previously worked for The Body 
Shop HQ, the Training Enterprise 
Council, and more recently with 
Business Link Wessex where he was 
HR Adviser to 120 businesses in 
Hampshire and Dorset. 

A chartered member of the CIPD, 
Steve holds an MSc in Strategic 
Human Resource Management, a 
post-graduate Diploma in Personnel 
Management and is an Investor in 
People Assessor. 

Mike Smith told route 


“Steve’s appointment will be pivotal 
in ensuring we maintain our position 
as an employer of choice, and 
demonstrates our ongoing 
commitment to training and 
developing our workforce.” 


Steve Hicks: HR Training Manager 
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Roger Putnam is 


: Citybus Marketing M 
new SMMT President —- o's ss" 


ROGER Putnam, Chairman of 
Ford of Britain, is the next 
president of SMMT. He succeeds 
Tod Evans, former chairman, 
Peugeot Citroén Automobiles 
UK Ltd, in leading the motor 
industry trade association for the 
12 months from June 2005. 

Roger Putnam said, “l am proud 
and honoured to become SMMT 
president for 2005-06. The industry 
faces some significant challenges in 
balancing the needs of its customers, 
in coping with regulatory pressures, 
and in dealing with a challenging 
manufacturing environment. | want 
to play my part in ensuring that 
issues like skills, R&D and 
productivity are given the profile 
they deserve.” 

SMMT has already taken steps to 
meet the challenge. In reducing the 
skills gap, the Automotive Academy 
was created to identify courses and 
create globally recognised and 
relevant training. For more than a 
decade, SMMT Industry Forum has 


recruitment 


Putman to lead SMMT 


been improving processes and 
increasing productivity throughout 
the automotive supply chain while, 
on R&D, SMMT Foresight Vehicle is 
helping support and manage 
research into the most relevant 
future technologies. 


Sylvia Bird appointed Plymouth 


i= | 


PLYMOUTH Citybus has 
appointed Sylvia Bird to the new 
post of Marketing Manager. Her 
task is to build on the company’s 
success, locally and nationally. 

As Citybus’ Advertising Manager for 
the past three years, she has created 
massive demand for promotional 
space on the inside and outside of the 
company’s 180-strong fleet. In her 
new role Sylvia will be taking on a 


Assistant Operation 
Manager — Peterborough 


Following a promotion, an opportunity has arisen for this challenging position. 


You will have joint responsibility for 75 vehicles and 150 employees, making this an excellent 
career move if you want to make the step into management. The challenge will come from 
ensuring services are both reliable and of the highest quality. This makes the recruitment, 
retention and management of staff a vital part of the role. You will also have to work closely 
and effectively with the Operations and Engineering Managers to ensure the overall success of 


the operation. 


It is important for you to be an excellent communicator and confident people manager. You 
also need a real business focus and to be commercially aware, supported by strong 


organisational skills. 


A competitive salary with benefits is offered for the post, together with relocation expenses 


if applicable. 


Applications, including CV and a statement of why you will be successful in the 
post should be made to: Mr Andy Campbell, Managing Director, Stagecoach in 
Cambridgeshire, 100 Cowley Road, Cambridge CB4 ODN. 


Closing date: Friday 17th June 2005. 
www.stagecoachgroup.com 


O stagecoach in Cambridgeshire 


Committed to equal opportunities 
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Sylvia Bird is promoted to Plymouth Citybus Marketing Manager 


~ ae 


wider, corporate, role which will 
result in even better recognition for 
the company. 

Announcing the appointment, 
Citybus Managing Director John 
Ackroyd drew attention to the 
success Sylvia had achieved in 
attracting a high level of advertising to 
the Citybus fleet. 

“Her contribution has been of great 
value to the company and our success 
in this area is the envy of many other 
bus operators. The good relations she 
has established with advertisers is key 
to the company’s overall marketing 
strategy.” 

Sylvia believes she has a naturally 
strong base on which to build in her 
new role. “Plymouth Citybus is an 
incredible success story of which the 
people of the city can be proud,” she 
says. She cited the company’s 
reliability in engineering and schedule 
terms; its policy of continuing 
investment in new low-floor, easy- 
access vehicles and its high 
environmental credentials. 

Other departments of the company 
include Plymouth Citycoach - which 
runs its own programme of tours and 
acts as a carrier for many top-quality 
national companies - and Car and 
Commercial which provides 
maintenance for vehicles of all 
descriptions. 

Sylvia’s new role will involve 
contact with suppliers and customers, 
to ensure their satisfaction and to 
make them aware of the quality 
operation that Citybus provides. 

“It will mean a lot of behind the 
scenes work as well as some more 
obvious tasks like making sure the 
company’s image is consistent in all its 
publications and advertisements. We 
have a top class product here which 
should be presented in a recognised 
and highly professional way,” she says. 


nextweek 


Greater European routeONE Issue 8l 
focus for CPT 9 June 2005 


IN THE light of the need to 
strengthen the industry’s voice in 
Westminster and Europe, the 
Confederation of Passenger 
Transport (CPT) has made 
changes in roles and 
responsibilities to its Imperial 
House, London, team. 

In addition to his role as Director of 
Communications, experienced 
lobbyist Simon Posner becomes 
Deputy Director General, a new post. 

Simon will spend more time in 


Putting training first 


QUALITY of 
service in the 
coach and bus 
industry is 
becoming more 
of an issue than 
ever before. 
Operators are 
investing in new 


Westminster and Brussels to ensure Simon Posner will strengthen the vehicles, and 
that the interests of CPT’s members industry’s voice in Europe training is being 
are fully taken into account in the pushed up the 
legislative process. In addition to their existing agenda. There 
More direct reasonability for CPT’s responsibilities, Karen Hudson are those who 
domestic public affairs agenda goes to — becomes full-time Bonded Coach regard training as 
Stephen Heard, who becomes Head Holidays Executive. Graham Sutton a necessity born 
of Media Relations. The editor of becomes London and Home Counties out of legislation, 
Newsline, CPT’s fortnightly newsletter, Regional Secretary and Ling Tang but as lan Wilson 
is now Communications Officer Clare | becomes London and Home Counties tells routeONE 
Kehoe. Social Secretary. next week, there 


is proven virtue in 
. equipping your 

recruitment staff with the 
skills to ensure 
they provide a 
better service to 
the public. 

Mr Wilson 
heads up Manchester-based Transtech Training Services. As Mike Morgan 


discovers, its strength is its staff who collectively have an impressive depth 
of experience that the whole coach and bus industry can tap into. 


al 


Rail replacement — diverted 


OUR planned Big Story about Rail Replacement has been 
postponed until next week. 

This change follows the breaking news that the first Chinese coach has 
landed in this country, so this week’s pages 4&5 have been devoted to this 
ground-breaking King Long story. 


Regional Sales Manager 


Mistral Group is the UK's most innovative supplier of buses for both sales and rental. 


An innovative, customer led philosophy sets us apart from the crowd, and has 
ensured our year on year growth since our formation. We think differently, we work 
differently and we refuse to stand still. 


To further drive our success, we are looking to strengthen our team and are looking 
for a Regional Sales Manager, who like us is forward thinking and perhaps a little 


different from the industry norm. hi D M 0 RE @ Market Place advertising 
You are a team player, probably aged between 23 and 35, and located in the South A for industry suppliers 


of England. Commercially aware - you are flexible and possess a positive attitude @ Whois buying what, and why 
geared towards success for both you and the company. @ we Alldhellatest news and @ Your update on what is 
incicive comment happening in the market for 
products and services 


If this sounds like you, and you want the opportunity to work for a young and 


progressive organisation, send in your CV and a letter indicating your salary @ You have your say on our ; 
expectations, explaining why you're right for the position to: Letters page Don’t forget: 
@ Mike Jewell’s weekly legal @ Asa qualifying reader you 
Steve Low reifrom Public oe 
Mistral Group (UK) plc Epo ro o Ic Inquiries, get your copy of route free 
PO Box 130 Tribunals, Magistrates and every Thursday. 
Knutsford Crown Courts @ Extra copies are available for 
Cheshire Within our Trader an annual subscription of £99. 
oe Section: @ For further information 
Email: steve@mistral-group.com ? about route phone 0870 241 
@ Trader Exchange and 8745 or visit our website: 
Closing date : 17th June ‘05 Trader Classified vehicle sales www.route-one.net 
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Over 50 VEHICLES IN STOCK - PLEASE CALL FOR A FULL STOCK LIST. 


Buses 


1999 
1999 
i999 
ie ae 4 


T DaF 250 PLAXTON PRESIDENTSSUF DECKER, 68 STR,.DUAL DOOR, LONG MOT = CHOICE 

T DENNIS DART PLAXTON POINTER SLF, 39 STR, WHEEL CHAIR RAMP, SINGLE DOOR CHOICE 
MERCEDES*"VARIO MCC CONVERSION, 31 STR, MANUAL GEARBOX, POWER Door, LARGE Boor 
bkDV Convoy 400, 8 STR, LONG MOT, PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


COACHES 


2002 
2001 
2001 
2000 
1999 
1998 
1998 
1996 
1996 
iSsG6 
1199S 
1995 
1992 
1990 
1990 
1987 


SETRA 31 5GTHDy,49 STR Exec, A/C, A/S TRONIC, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER - LONG MOT 

FOYGTA CAETANO OPTimMo V, 24 RECLINERS, A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THIS POPULAR»MIN!i COACH 

DENNIS R SERIES PLAXTON PANTHER 49 Str EXeEc, A/C, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, VIDEOD/MONITOR, LONG MOT 
MAN 18-350 NEOPLAN TRANSLINER, 49 STR Exec, A/C, TOILET, BOILER, TWIN MONITORS, ALLOYSJoNEW MOT 
DENNIS JAVELIN GX PLAXTON PREMIERE, 53 STR, CONTINENTAL DOOR, NEw MOT 

MERCEDES VARIO AUTOBUS, 24 STR, 3 POINT BELTS, POWER Door, GoodD CONDITION 

VoLvoO B10M PLAXTON EXCALIBUR s49. Str, A/C, TOUeT, BOILER, COOLER, NEw MOT 

Votvo 810M VANHOOL ALIZEE, 49/53 STR EXEC, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, LONG MOT 

TOYOTA OPTiIMO, 18 STR, GL SPEC, PRESENT OWNER FOR 6 YEARS, GOOD CONDITION, NEw MOT 

SCANIA K113 VANHOOL ALIZEE, 49 STR, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, A/C, EASY SHIFT, NEw MOT 

DENNIS JAVELIN GX PLAXTON PREMIERE 350, 53 STR, COouRIER SEAT, GOOD CONDITION, NEw MOT 

DENNIS JAVELIN GX PLAXTON PREMIERE 350, 50 STR, CoOuRIER SEAT, TOILET, GOOD CONDITION, NEw MOT 
Dar SB 2300 PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, 55 STR, A/C, CONTINENTAL DooR, Goop CONDITION, New MOT 
VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3500, 53 STR, CONTINENTAL DooR, CREW SEAT, NEw MOT 

VOLVO B10M VANHOOL ALIZEE, 53 STR, COURIER SEAT, EXCELLENT CONDITION, LONG MOT 

DAF SB2305 VANHOOL ALIZEE, 49 STR, COURIER SEAT, TOILET, CONTINENTAL DOOR, RING FOR BARGAIN PRICE 


